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After ha"ring informed Minister Fabricius about the outcome of 
my conversation with Horia Sima 2 and after having telephoned that 
the Guard was calling off hostilities, I visited General Antonescu at 
1: 00 in the morning. My first attempt to get there had failed for 
the reason that, by mistake, my car was shot at with machine guns. 
The General received the more detailed oral information and thanked 
me for the efforts on behalf of the Rumanian people. Then, in spite 
of my statements that I had no political mandate beyond the attempt 
made as a matter of course to end the bloodshed, the General gave a 
very long explanation regarding the antecedentS of the crisiS on April 
10 [sic] between the General and the Guard. This he dictated to a 
colonel of his staff for the purpose of having a written record and 
of drawing up a historic document including my introductory com­
munication, and including his thanks, and my other brief remarks. 
In this statement the General termed Horia Sima and the responsible 
leaders of the Guard rebels whom the people and the Army expect 
him to punish. I pointed out the fact that in influencing Horia Sima 
and his lieutenants I had used the argument that as recently as yes­
terday evening the General had formulated demands as a basis for an 
understanding and strangely enough had shown willingness to nego­
tiate. In this belief I had therefore . spoken with assurance about 
the situation to the Legionnaires a few hours after the latest discus­
sions concerning a basis for an understanding; obviously this situa­
tion now no longer prevailed, since the General had just told me 
that he would have the leaders of the Legion sentenced as rebels. 
This statement of mine was not a criticism of the General's new posi­
tion. I was making it solely, for the protection of my honor, in order 
to establish the fact that in discussing the situation with the leadership 
of the Legion at the decisive hour, I had not at all wanted to present 
their situation after cessation of hostilities as being better than I my­
self had known it to be up to that time. The General answered my 
statement by pointing out that the question of guilt ought to be dealt 
with in such a way, and the further evolution so decided that these 
things could be vindicated by history. While pointing out that I did 
not have any political mandate, I also recommended to the General 
that, in connection with the forthcoming political decisions of far­
reaching importance, he take advantage of the good advice of Minister 
von Killinger, who was expected to arrive today.• I did this in partie-· 
ular because grave decisions regarding measures of atonement were 
to be expected today.' 

· 'j;;eedocumentNo. 709. 
• Fabricius reported on Jan. 24 that Killinger had arrived that morning and 

that he would turn over to him the business of the Legation in the course of the 
day (201/89254). 

• Cf. Hermann Neubacher, 8onderauftrag 8udost, 1940-1945 (OOttingen, 1956), 
pp. 57-58. 
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In spite of the chaotic conditions in the city and the great number 
of street blockades and nests of resistance Sima's order was by and 
large carried out in the course of the morning. 

No. 701 
84/6US8-40 

NEUBACHER 

RINTELEN 

The Charge il'Af!aires in the United States to the Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No.194 of January 23 W A.SHINGTON, January 24, 1941-3:39 a.m. 
Received J anua.ry 24-5: 35 p. m. 

The letter of J anua.ry 21 from Under Secretary of State Welles 
to the Soviet Ambassador here regarding lifting of the moral embargo 
imposed on Russia. on December 2, 1939, the text of which was re­
ported by DNB New York on January 21? met in the American 
press (except for several, in part noteworthy, comments, such as 

-those of Krock in today's New York Times) and in the radio with the 
reaction desired by the American Government. 

The repeal of this moral embargo is being hailed as an expression 
of realistic American foreign policy in the present world struggle 
and as a. skillful move against the Powers of the Tripartite Pact. 
At the same time one launches into speculations, doubtless officially 
nurtured, concerning the Russian move in return, and it is empha­
sized that so evident a. political and material concession by America. 
could not have been made without corresponding Russian concessions. 
According to these interpretations such a move would natura.lly be 
conceivable only in the form of the Soviet Union's dissociating itself 
from the Axis Powers and above all 1 stiffening its attitude with 
respect to Japan so that Japan's hands might be tied not only by 
China but also by Japan's continuing differences with Russia in 
the Pacific area.. Press comments that go even farther see in the 
lifting of the moral embargo a new step toward friendly understand­
ing of the United States with Russia, and in this way between Russia 
and England. 

Nothing is desired more by the American Government than that 
this step should be understood by the Powers of the Tripartite Pact 
and neutrals to mean that Japan senses in it a serious threat from 

1 For tbe text, see Foreig"' Re'latioM of the United 8tate8, 1911, voL I, p. 696. 
1 The first part of this sentence is apparently garbled. The original reads: 

"A1.8 solche Gegenleistung kom.mt naturgemii.ss nach diesen Interpretationen 
nur Abriicken der Sowjetunion von den Achsenmacbten und von aller Verstei­
fung gegeniiber lapan in Betracht". This is obviously in contradiction with 
the remainder of the sentence and it may be assumed tbat the text should 
read .. A.briicken der Sowjetunion von den Acbsenm.ilcbten und vor all em 
Versteifung gegeniiber lapan in Betracht". 
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the Russian camp, and that Russia herself considers it a materially 
and politically valuable gesture of friendship. The reality, however, 
looks ilifferent. 

1. First of all, as far as the material aspect of the lifting of the 
embargo on planes and airplane material is concerned, the American 
Government is thereby practically making only an empty gesture 
toward Russia. To be sure, the moral embargo is being lifted, but 
compulsory export licensing of the same products, which has become , 
stricter since July 2, 1940, continues. Furthel1llore, the letter of 
Und~r Secretary of State Welles contains no assurance that any­
thing will be delivered or can in the future be delivered, or that 
export licenses with respect to Russia will be given sympathetic 
handling. That Russia, in view of the heretofore lagging tempo of 
.American rearmament and of the supplying of England, cannot be 
supplied by the United States of America. with really useful planes, 
is evident from my telegrams in the matter and those of the }.filitary 
Attache. The numerous bottlenecks in production, the demands from 
her own armed forces, as well as the urgent requirements of England 
and her allies will simply not permit of the delivery of planes to 
Russia in appreciable quantities. 

2. Psychologically too, the letter of the Under Secretary of State 
cannot have a favorable effect on Russia, because of its arrogant 
reference to the ''moral" embargo imposed on Russia on the occasion 
of the Finnish campaign, and to the repeal of this "penalty" which 
is delivered in the tone of an act of grace by the judge of the world. 
From this standpoint it merits careful study by the Russian Govern­
ment. 

3. Politically the measure obviously represents a one-sided gesture 
of the .American Government. It must be evaluated within the 
framework of the conversations held between the Russian Ambassa­
dor here and the State Department. 8 As Oumansky repeatedly told 
me, he made, in reply to the .American attempts at rapprochement, a 
number of demands that were a matter of course for Russia, such as: 
the release of the machine tools ordered and paid for by Russia, but 
illegally confiscated; the handling of export licenses in accordance 
with the Russian trade agreement of August 6, 1940; 4 the unblocking 
of accounts and the release of ships of the Baltic countries in the 
United States; the recognition of the union of these countries with 
Russia; and, in addition to all this, perhaps as the minimum demand, 
the lifting of the moral embargo. These demands have thus far been 
met only tO a small extent by the .American Government. In line 

• Cf. Foreign-Relati011.8 of the United Statet~, 19,f(J, voL m, pp. 244-441; also, 
i'bid .. 19,f1, VOL l'., pp. 667-768. 

• For text of the agreement effected by exchange of notes signed Aug. 6, 1940, 
see Department of State Executive Agreement Series No.179, or 54 Stat. (pt. 2) 
2366: for text of press release by the Department, see Department of State, 
BuUetin,1940, voL m, p.105. 
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with this development, the letter of the Under Secretary of State 
represents a further gradual step of compliance with Russia's de-­
mands, in return for which Russia scarcely obliged to offer concessions. 

Despite this sober evaluation, it will have to be taken into account 
that the .American Government undoubtedly expects a favorable 
political effect from the lifting of the moral embargo. It is signifi­
cant that the step followed directly upon the speech of the J apanP..se 
Foreign Minister,11 who had especially stressed Japan's efforts to ar­
rive at an understanding with Russia, so that the sudden conciliatory 
.American gesture toward Russia might be ~iewed as a countermove to 
this speech. It is also significant that it was one of the first measures 
taken after the inauguration of the President and was thus obviously 
supposed to assume special importance abroad. The concern over the 
threat in the Pacific, which was clearly expressed in the .President's 
opening message to Congress 8 is also undoubtedly behind the lifting 
of the moral embargo on Russia .. Unless Russia unequivocally joins 
the Powers of the Tripartite Pact, further .American concessions 
toward Russia can probably be expected. THoMSEN 

. 1 For the text of Foreign Minister Matsuoka's address to the Japanese Diet · 
delivered on Jan. 21, see World Peace Foundation, Document& on American For-
eign Relatiom, vol. m, pp. 260-267. • 

• For the text of President Roosevelt's annual message to the Congress of Jan. 
6, see Rosenman, The Public Papera and Addressea of Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
vol. IX, pp. 663-678. Thomsen reported about this address in telegram No. 36 of 
Jan. 7 (84/62321-22): there is in the files also a commentary by Dieckhotr sub­
mitted to the Foreign Minister on Jan. 7 ( 84/62323-25). 

No. 702 
136/'i:4601H>6 

The Foreign Minister to the Ambassado-r in Spain 

Telegram 

MOST URGENT SPECIAL T!w:N, January 24, 1941-11 : 05 p. m. 
No. 35 of January 24 

from the Special Train Received Berlin, January 24-11: 40 p.m. 
No. 172 of January 24 
' from the Foreign Ministry Sent· January 24-12:00 midnight. 

For the .Ambassador personally. 
Have read your report.1 Immediately on receipt of this please ar­

range a new appointment with Franco and declare to him in the name 
of the Reich Government (preamble and verbatim) the following: 

( 1) Only Spain's immediate entry into the war is of strategic 
value to the Axis and only by such a prompt entry into the war can 
General Franco still render· the Axis a useful service in return. A 
later entry into the war would be only of minor significance in view 

1 See document No. 695. 
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of the powerful military operations carried out by the Axis in the 
course of this year, and would scarcely contribute anything to the 
ultimate victory of the Axis. 

(2) Spain's bad economic situation, in the opinion of the Reich 
Government, should not only be no obstacle to Spain's immediate en­
try into the war but should on the contrary be the 'IMtive for it. Be­
cause: England will not and cannot help Spain economically in any 
case. Only Germany can do this. 

(3) If Spain entrusts to the Axis the determination of the date 
for Spain's entry into the -war, Germany, as a preliminary service, is 
ready to make available to Spain before entry into the war the 100,000 
tons of grain stored down there 2 and to supply further aid shipments 
out of German reserve stocks after entry into the war. Transporta­
tion does not present any insurmountable problemS. 

( 4) If General Franco nevertheless does not enter the war at this 
time, this can only be ascribed to the fact that he has doubts about the 
ultimate Axis victory, as revealed also in his remarks to Admiral 
Canaris.8 Sefior Suiier is wrong in saying that because Germany had 
furnished no eoonomic assistance she was eo-responsible for the fact 
that Spain still was not in the war. Germany has declared herself 
ready to supply' economic aid in advance if Spain would fix a definite 
date for entering the war. This, however, was declined by Spain. 
Germany must therefore reject this accusation. 

( 5) Germany asks General Franco once more for a :final, clear 
answer.• 

RmBENTROP 

sA reference to the grain stored in PortugaL See document No. 444 and foot­
note1. 

• See document No. 416, footnote 2. 
'In telegram No. 281 of Jan. 25, forwarded to Ribbentrop as No. 391 of the 

same date (136/74609), Stohrer reported that Serrano Sufier had been away from 
his office the whole day of Jan. 24, attending the ministerial CounciL Stohrer 
saw Serrano Sufier briefly on Jan. 25 and requested a new appointment with 
Franco. Stohrer had the impression that the decision in the Council regarding 
the reply to Germany had not yet been taken. He urged Serrano Sufier again 
that it was imperative for Spain to reach a prompt decision. 

No. 703 
B19/B003964i 

The Foreign Minister to the Legation Vn. Finland 

Telegram 

No. 36 of January 24 
froin Fuschl 

No. 49 of January 25 

Fuscm., January 24, 1941-11: 54 p.m. 
Received Berlin, January 25-1:00 a.m. 

from the Foreign Ministry Sent January 25-3: 30 a.m. 

Reports from Helsinki and :Moscow together with information con­
veyed by Kivimiiki indicate that with the new Finnish offer to nego-
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tiate the situation has relaxed, at least for a few days.1 As regards 
the progress of the negotiations, we are concerned now as before that 
Finland should not surrender the Petsamo interest. We share the 
opinion that a concessionaire company ·with a Russian majority 
would become a center of agitation designed to serve as base for 
gaining influence in Finnish domestic affairs. The Finnish Gov­
ernment should accordingly be advised to continue to negotiate dila­
torily and avoid an open rupture by granting minor concessions. It , 
remains still to be seen what answer Ramsay will get in London. In 
the event, however, that the present concessionaire opposes transfer 
of the concession or stipulates that no nickel must be delivered to 
Germany, the Finnish Government should leave it up to the 
Soviet Government to obtain the unconditional agreement of 
the concessionaire. 

It further appears necessary to us to clarify the question of the 
Soviet Government's attitude toward the German-Finnish delivery 
agreements. The Soviet Government has hitherto avoided saying 
anything to us or the Finnish "Government regarding continuance 
of the German-Finnish agreements. 

Please report by telegraph, on the progress of negotiations there.2 

RmBENTROP 
1 See document No. 687. 
•. See document No. 711 and footnote 1. 

No. 704 
ISS~/281~.30 

'' ,. 

M emorwndwm by the State Secretary 

St.S. No. 64 BERLIN, January 24, 1941. 

Colonel General Halder just told me by telephone that the Gen­
eral Staff conversations with the Bulgarians had been concluded. In 
the conversations the Bulgarians had shown themselves to be will­
ing, but had again expressed their concern about inadequate protec­
tion. The Bulgarian Army was not fully ready for action; air 
defense also had been represented as being inadequate. If one 
wanted to comply with the Bulgarian wishes to a reasonable extent, 
the necessary security measures would presumably be taken by about 
the middle of February. During the conversation the Bulgarian 
General Staff had expressed the request that we should not schedule 
the accession to the Tripartite Pact earlier than the start of the 
military operation. 
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I understand. the communication of Colonel General Halder to be· 
meant only as provisional information. I assume that the official 
report will reach us through the OKW.1 

Submitted herewith to Ambassador Ritter with the request that he 
take cognizance of this. ·Perhaps it would be advisable not to 
mention this friendly preliminary information to the OKW. 

WEIZBACltEB 

"On Jan. 27, the OKW informed the Foreign Minis1:ry that the report of the 
Army Commander, List, regarding the conversations with the Bulgarians had 
been received by the Wehrmacht Operations Sta.1L "As for its contents, of 
interest to the Foreign Ministry is only the statement that the Bulgarians are 
entirely willing, but are concerned to a certain extent about the protection of 
their country, since they themselves are too weak for this militarily. All the 
other data deal with purely military matters which are probably of no interest 
to you. n (839/281610-ll) 

No. 705 
201/892.72 

The Foreign Minister to the Legatibn in Rumania 

Telegram 

SPECIAL TiwN;January25,1941-8: 10 a.m. 
No. 38 of January 25 Received Berlin, January 25-3: 30 a.m. 

from the Special Train 
No.197 from 

the Foreign Ministry Sent January 25-4: 15 a. m. 

For Minister von Killinger personally. 
Please have Minister Fabricius inform you at once about the 

directives which I gave to him regarding our attitude toward the 
domestic developments -in Rumania. In accordance with these 
directives please employ all suitable means in the effort to bring 
together the g~od and liseful elements of the Legionnaire movement 
with the new leaders of General .Antonescu's movement. In ~our 
conversations please do not leave any doubt as to the fact that the 
Fiihrer and Germany clearly desire to see Antonescu recognized as 
the leader of the Rumanian state and achieve success in his efforts. 
On the other hand please suggest urgently to General A[ntonescu] 
that he not make the mistake, for example, of relying on the Army 
in the rebuilding of the Rumanian state; in our opinion, only the 
Legionnaire movement can be eonsidered at all as a possible political 
basis of this new state. 

RmBENTROP 
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No .. 706 
201/89273-741 

The Foreign Minister to the Legation in Rumania 

Telegram 

Special Security Handling , 
SPECIAL 'l'lw:N, January 25, 1941-3:25 a. m. 

No. 39 of January 25 
from the Special Train Received Berlin, January 25-4: 15 a.m. 

No. 198 of January 25 
from the Foreign lfinistry · Sent January 25-5 : 30 a. m. 

For Minister Killinger. 
In considering all the circumstances contributing to the recent 

development in Rumania. the question arises as to how it was pos­
sible that the Legionnaire movement decided to take action at the 
very moment when strong German troop units were being concen­
trated in the country. Since the leaders of the Legionnaires know 
very well that both the success of their movement and the fate of 
Rumania. as such depend entirely upon Germany, their action would 
be almost incomprehensible if in this context they had been aware of 
a.cting contrary to the intentions and views of the Reich Govern­
ment, or if they had merely reckoned with that possibility. One 
must therefore ask oneself whether in spite of the clear and unequiv­
ocal directives given by the Fiihrer there were not some other Ger­
man authorities-whether in Rumania herself or from within 
Germany-who gave the Legionnaires to understand that in making 
their Putsch they could count in the last analysis on the approval of 
the top German authorities. To what extent Communist and English 
influences might have been involved in this cannot be judged from 
here. 

There is an urgent need for clarifying this question soon in the 
interest of the straightforwardness of our policy in Rumania and 
also with a. view of not having the blame for the sacrifices now borne 
by the I£gionnaire movement placed on Germany or the NSDAP. 
I therefore ask you to investigate most carefully the circumstances 
in question. With this objective in mind, please discuss the matter 
in detail, first with llinister Fabricius and Minister Neubacher, and 
get both to submit a precise and detailed written statement regarding 
their observations and conclusions in this matter, signed by them 
personally with express reference to their oath of office. Subsequently, 
please submit these two statements with a. comprehensive report re-

4618.89---60--81 
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ga.rding your own conclusions and observations. I expect as a. matter 
of course that 'both your own report and the statements of Minister 
Fabricius and .Minister N euba.cher will be entirely unadorned and 
without any consideration for persons.1 

RmBENTROP 

1 See vol XII of this series. 

No. 707 
186/74-&U-ltl 

The AmlJaaaaiJor in Spain to the Foreign Ministry 

MOST URGENT 

No. 287 of January 25 
Secret for officer in charge. 

Telegram 

MA..DRID, J a.nuary 25, 1941.1 
Received January 26-4:40 a.. m. 

For the Foreign Minister personally. 
With reference to my telegram No. 286 of January 25.1 

The text of the oral reply of the Spanish Government reads as 
follows-: 

·"It would be a serious misconception to interpret Spain's present 
attitude as a departure from the previous political course. The Ger­
man Government knows better than anyone else the significance of 
the negoti'ationB conducted with England and the United States, 
notice_ of which was not only given the German Government but which 
were agreed upon with the latter, in particular during the talks at 
Berchtesgaden..s :Misunderstanding on this point might conceivably 
be encountered among persons who are not in a political position, but 
we repeat that the German Government was apprised in advance to 
the effect that these negotiations had no other objective but to pro­
cure for Spain the greatest possible means, so that when the time for 
action had come, she would not be merely a burden on her allies: In 
this respect the Spanish Government has achieved certain successes, 
within the :fuamework of the plans which Minister Serrano Suiier had 
explained to the Fiihrer and to Minister von Ribbentrop at the Berg­
hof and at Berchtesgaden. Recently the Spanish Government had to 
protest in ~ amicable way against misleading statements about this 

J Marginal note: "Forwarded as telegram No. 393 on J'an. 26 at approximately 
6: 00 a. m. to the Foreign Minister's special train." 
- • In this telegram (136/74610) Stohrer reported that he had again seen Serrano 
Sufler, but that he would be unable to see Franco until Monday (Jan. 27). The 
morrow was Sunday and Franco would be away. Serrano Sufler nevertheless 
was submitting Spain's reply. He asked Stohrer to consider it as an "oral 
message" (miindliche Botschaft). 

1 See documents Nos. 352 and 357. 
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subject on the occasion of some odious assertions broadcast by the 
Berlin shortwave radio station and constituting an attack upon the 
relations between the German and Spanish Governments, which rela­
tions, as far as we are concerned, have not changed in the least. 

Any assertion which nms counter to this fact that Spain cannot and 
does not have any other policy except one of solidarity with Germany 
and Italy, as was agreed upon at Hendaye, indicates a great error and 
a misconception of the real situation, and could only be explained as 
resting on erroneous information. In this sense the assertions must 
be denied which Admiral Canaris may possibly have made in which 
he ascribed to the Genera.lissimo a. practically negative attitude by a 
statement that the latter would enter the war only at the moment of 
the actual conquering of England. The Government regrets that an 
item of information derived from a basically erroneous interpretation 
should have given the Fiihrer and the German Government a painful . -nnpress10n. 

The Spanish Government permits itself to recall to mind the deep 
moral grounds and those of self-interest which govern Spain's un­
altered attitude toward England. It is quite true that England and 
the United Stat~ wish the end of a nationalist regime in Spain, a 
regime which was established in opposition to them and which, once 
it has attained its full development, will bring an end to the galling 
discrimination of many years. 

The Spanish Government has not forgotten the humiliation which 
Spain has had to suffer for centuries at the hands of England, France, 
and the United Stata If, therefore, the Government momentarily 
negotiates with some of these countries, this is (as the German Gov­
ernment thoroughly knows), under pressure of decisive necessity and 
always with a View to preparing for the war, and this has been com­
municated to the German Gonrnment in a. suitable manner. 

For this reason the Spanish Government, not conscious of having 
deviated from the course previously adopted, was surprised to be 
asked to refrain from a course which it is far from ever having wished 
to pursue. It cannot be regarded as a deviation from that course 
which the common interests of Germany and Spain prescribe for 
Spain to have succeeded in recent weeks in having the English block­
ade of Spain relaxed somewhat, thereby making it possible to import 
some foodstu.fi'3. 

A further reason that may be cited for all these recent negotiations 
with enemy countries is the slow pace at which the German Govern­
ment applied itself to study and remedy the difficulties piling up for 
Spain. Economic cooperation has been under discussion ever since 
the Berlin talks in Septembe~, but so far nothing has even been 
initiated. In the face of such problems as starvation, Jack of grain, 
of feed, nitrates, fertilizers, and of transportation equipment Ger-
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many has still not sent the economic experts whom the Spanish Gov­
ernment requested in September.\~, It must also be mentioned that 
certain Spanish wishes for the fulfillment of so-and-so many pressing 
needs were not understood by some authorities of the German Govern­
ment. Thus 300 tractors were requested as indispensable, only 25 
were offered, and then only in exchange for olive oil which at present 
we lack. Although we have a flotilla of 12 destroyers ready for sea 
lacking only fire-control equipment and other optical apparatus: 
Germany demanded the opening up of a special clearing account for 
these deliveries. Consequently, the Spanish Government, true to its 
word, finds itself compelled to insist on the arrival of economic ex­
perts and on the delivery of the essential supplies. Otherwise the 
Spanish Government could not undertake to call up its people, as in a 
moment of extreme need this would be gross recklessness. 

To sum up, for the same reason for which she undertook her own 
liberation in the Civil War-which in a certain sense was the opening 
chapter of the present European conflict-Spain has now no intention 
whatsoever of quitting the post of honor due her. However, the date 
of our entry into the war is conditioned by very clear-cut and highly 
specific concrete requirements, which are not clumsy pretexts for de­
laying entry into the war until the moment when the fruits of a victory 
won by others can be garnered. It is therefore clear that, quite to the 
contrary, Spain wishes to contribute materially to the victory, to enter 
the war, and to emerge from it with honors. The prerequisite, how­
ever, from the time of the original negotiations with the German Gov­
ernment in Hendaye, is the cooperation mentioned above, on which the 
Spanish Government is again ready to negotiate with the German 
Government. 

On the other hand, for the same reason and because it has always 
been our wish that the intervention of Spain would have real value, 
the Government must declare candidly, lest it become .a burden on its 
allies, that the country is not prepared for a long war. Since we do 
not shy away from any sacrifice, it is requisite that the date for Spain's 
intervention be thoroughly canvassed and fixed by unanimous voice of 
the three Powers, as has been agreed upon. Finally, Spain recognizes 
the absolutely decisive significance of the victories won by Germany 
and gives full expression to her gratitude for the assistance rendered 
jointly with Italy during the Civil War. Without this assistance­
material, moral, or diplomatic-the reconquest of Spain would have 
been much more protracted and difficult. The Spanish Government 
has recognized this without reservation and publicly proclaimed it at 

'Cf. document No. 126. 
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all times. It would, however, be unfair not to aclmowledge that with­
out our efforts and perseverance, Spain would have fallen completely 
into the hands of the Reds, in other words, of the Franco-English sys­
tem. Then, naturally, the circumstances would have been quite differ­
ent for Germany so that it can be said that the armistice of June 
would not have happened if France, with Africa and Portugal, had 
constituted a solid entity. 

The point of view of the Spaniards is that preparations and a cer­
tain span of time are needed to alleviate the _food shortage among the 
population and thus improve the internal situation, which should be 
used to settle the details of the broadest possible Spanish-German co­
operation, and by skillful war propaganda to prepare the people for 
new sacrifices. 

It must also be stated that even· climatic conditions argue for a 
postponement of Spanish intervention. For example, the tentative 
date of January 10 coincided with an unusually heavy snowfall which 
seriously paralyzed communications and would have blocked the 
transportation of war material across the passes leading to Andalusia. 
The February rains flood the airfields all over Spain. In short, the 
climate of Spain cannot be viewed as subtropical by a generalization 
of local conditions. Even taking Algeciras on the southernmost point 
of the Straits as an example, the daily average temperature fluctuates 
between 16.4 and 9.8 degrees centigrade in January and between 27.6 
and 18.1 degrees centigrade in July. 

The number of rainy days in that same city is 12 in January, 14 in 
April, 8 in May and June, and zero in July, August, and September. 
From January to April there are strong winds of No. 3 and 4 velocity 
on the scale. 

The current winter is marked by particular severity. Rains in 
the South in the last 3 months have been unusually violent; they 
have damaged roads and railroads imd rendered airfields unusable. 
In January these phenomena were even more pronounced. To form 
a clear picture of climatic aspects as seen from the military stand­
point one fact may be cited as sufficient-namely, that during our 
year's war in Morocco, all operations took place in the summer and 
autumn. 

The above explanations show that the Spanish Government has 
not evaded its obligations and that it reaffirms its readiness to settle, 
in concert with the German Government, upon the necessary details 
for entry into the war, which entry, however, as already mentioned, 
is not governed by such (word apparently missing) limits." 

End of oral message. 

STOHRER 
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No. 708 
181.&/8110777-81 

The Chief of the Security Police arul Security Se'f"')ice to the 
Foreign M iniatryJ 

PERSONAL BEBLIN, January 25, 1941. 
VI p 2 Kob/Wr. 

· Attention: Minister Dr. Paul Schmidt 

Subject: Enclosed letter to Minister Dr. Schmidt. 
Enclosed is a letter of Danilo Gregoric 1 which he has handed to 

the DNB representative in Belgrade, Dr. Walter Gruber, with the 
request that it be transmitted to Minister Dr. Paul Schmidt, Director 
of the Press Department in the Foreign Ministry. 

The letter was given by Dr. Gruber to an agent in: Belgrade with 
the request that it be transmitted to Berlin and handed in personally. 

[Enclosure] • 

By order: 
BEIBNEK 

BS~BtwrmlJannfiihre'/' 

BELGRADE, January 20, 1941. 

DEAR DR. ScHMIDT: From your entire attitude in the matter in 
question it is unmistakably clear to me that I can speak openly to 
you as a friend of my coun!ry. It is also in line with my efforts, in 
writing to you today, to work to the best of my ability for the future 
of my co~try by ensuring good relations and cooperation between 
Germany and Yugoslavia. -

As is now clear, the talk in Fuschl 11 did not produce a complete 
solution. There are many reasons for this. In particular, Italy's 
succession of failures has given strong impetus here to the Masonic 
countercurrent. In domestic politics a counteroffensive began hGre, 
immediately after Fuschl, based mainly on the situation in the Med­
iterranean area, which is not very favorable for Italy, and on the 
British propaganda slogans in connection with it (Roosevelt, naval 
superiority, the African theater of operations, etc.). 

One must know the underlying facts here in order to be able to 
understand the situation in Yugoslavia. The strongest man of the 
pro-British and pro-Soviet tendency in the Government is Konsta.n· 
tinovic;' a high-degree Mason and for.rrier volunteer in the French 
armed forces. This man, obviously gifted with intelligence in politi­
cal matters, knows how to achieve great influence. This influence is 

1 See document No. 324. 
• Marginal note in Ribbentrop's handwriting: "[For] Filbrer!' 
• See document No. 417 and footnote 1. 
'Minister of Justice. 
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perceptible not only in the Government but also in the Regency. It 
arose through the role that K[onstantinovic] played in the Serbo­
Croat understanding.11 At that time he was the jurist who found 
and clarified the formulae for the new political system and, through 
direct negotiations with Dr. Macek and the other Croat political 
leaders himself contributed much to the so-called understanding. In 
that way he later became a kind of government jurist whose duty it 
is to examine and draw up the :final texts of all decrees of the Gov­
ernment and individual ministers. K[ onstantinovic] maintains 
strong connections with British and Soviet circles here. 

K[ onstantinovic] is very ambitious and above all knows how to 
gain the complete confidence of Macek, whose various wishes he sup­
ports in every respect. So now, while Macek is perhaps not in agree­
ment with Konstantinovic's plans or political tendencies, he still 
undoubtedly supports him personally in the same manner. This 
strengthens the position of K[ onstantinovic], who, in addition, is 
the avowed exponent of those Serb intellectual circles which have 
ties with England and democracy through the lodges or othermse. 

For the reasons given, it is not easy to fight K[onstantinovic]'s 
influence. I know positively that after Cincar-MarkoviC's return , 
from Fuschl, Cvetkovic was ready to accept in their entirety the sug­
gestions made there and also to back them up. The talks that followed 
in Belgrade, however, brought to light certain hindrances that are 
to be traced back to Konstantinovic's influence. 

Cvetkovic regretted that he had not himself spoken to the Reich 
Foreign Minister, and this all the more since C[incar]-Markovic is 
to be regarded as a civil servant, C[vetkovic], however, as the per­
sonally responsible political leader. Regarding Cvetkovic person­
ally, it may be said that he is a typical southeastern European poli­
tician who ruthlessly carries out a. policy dictated by the moment 
when he is convinced of its expediency. At the moment he is with­
out doubt the only Yugoslav political leader who can hold the office 
of Minister President and who could also carry out a policy of a very 
close alignment with Berlin if he were convinced of its correctness 
and if he received the necessary support for such a policy in Berlin. 

A hard struggle between the various currents set in after the meet­
ing at Fuschl. C[ vetkovic] himself does not see things clearly, as I 
am informed, and is convinced that C[incar]-Markovic apparently 
did not convey fully the meaning of his discussions since he probably 
did not grasp it. C[ vetkovic] told me repeatedly that he himself 
would have been most happy to talk with the Reich Foreign Minister 
and possibly also with the Fiihrer. · 

'The agreement between Serbs and Croats concluded Aug. 24, 1939, which 
established a new Croatian Bano~a (province). 



1194 . DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

It is my opinion that such a meeting could only be of pr_ofit for 
Yugoslavia-as well as for the policy of your country. C[vetko:yit!] 
is a man of impressions. The impression that he obtains from a 
conversation is decisive for his actions. To win him over to a policy 
of full cooperation between Yugoslavia and the Reich is without a 
doubt of great importance for my country. 

For all of these reasons-especially because even C[ vetkovic] is 
forceful enough to hold his ground against all opposition for ~he sake 
of an opinion deemed to be eorrect-I believe that a discussion between 
him and Herr von Ribbentrop would be most fruitful. I must add 
that C[ vetkovic] would certainly accept an invitation immediately. 

I believe that you, my dear Dr. Schmidt, should bring your influence 
to bear to this end in order to complete the work that has been 
started. ' 

I would come with C[ vetkovic] and it would thus be possible to 
have further exchanges of views on the spot. 

I consider this suggestion of the utmost importance. If possible, 
please take up the matter with your usual energy.6 

Yours, etc. D. GREGO RIC 

• See document No. 730. 

No. 709 
2296/483727-35 

Minister N eubacher t.o M iniater Olodius 

SoFIA, January 25, 1941. 
Received January 31. 

DEAR FRIEND Cr.omus: For your personal information I am send­
ing you in the enclosure the copy of an account of the cessation of 
the street fighting in Bucharest and in the country, which I sent to 
the Reich Foreign :Minister from here. 

I have noted that both sides made mistakes which, magnified 
through nervousness, led to a catastrophe. By inducing Sima to 
issue his order I did a disservice to the real enemies of the Iron 
Guard, among whom of course General Antonescu does not belong. 
These set their hopes on the unyielding attitude of the revolutionaries 
and on the possibility of :finally being able to exterminate the Legion / 
with the methods of civil war. To me it is absolutely certain that now 
and in the future the Legion is our only uncon_ditionally reliable 
friend in Rumania; I leave out of account Antonescu personally; I 
have no doubt about his loyalty. The Legion ~ not ripe for leading 
the state alone, because at the present time it has only the revolu­
tionary type of leader and the internal structure of its organization 
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is very imperfect; however, at present and tomorrow the elite of the 
country's youth is in the Legion, and its willingness to serve and to 
make sacrifices is unlimited. 

There is no German norm of thinking and acting for this country, 
heterogeneous as it is, owing to excessive mixture of blood. Here 
the obese Levantine, corrupt from birth, exists alongside the heroic 
revoluntionary of Macedonian stamp and the clean Transylvanian 
mountain dweller brought up as an occidental alongside the oriental 
slave of the Walachian villages. The revolutionary exuberance with 
its anarchistic outgrowths had of necessity to assume different forms 
in this country from those with us and so evidently did also the , 
reaction against too much revolution. · 

It is not easy for this country to achieve happiness. 
It is certain that we need tranquillity and I wish to state that this 

was the most compelling argument with which, referring to the clear 
attitude of our Fiihrer, I took the weapons from the hands of my 
Legionnaire friends on January 23 at 5: 00 o'clock in the morning. 

The next developments will be difficult, but I am convinced that 
Killinger, our experienced revolutionary, will influence this develop­
ment favorably. I hope that my role of guest, which I have had to 
play as a nonrepresentative 1 for political questions in past crises of 

' particular kinds, is terminated. 
I shall have to go to Berlin again in the near future. 
I send you my best greetings, and please convey my greetings also 

to the Herren Will [Wiehlf], Ritter, Luther, and Schroeder. 
I should be grateful to you for information on how you viewed the 

Rumanian events in Berlin. 
Heil Hitler! 

Your, etc. H[ERMANN] NEUBACHER 

[Enclosure] 

SoFIA, January 24, 1941. 

AN AccouNT FOR THE FoREIGN MINISTER oF THE CoNFERENCE BE· 

TWEEN THE LEADER OF THE LEGION, HoRIA Snu, AND Hrs CHIEF 

LIEUTENANTS, 'WHICH LEo TO THE CEssATION OF THE REVOLUTION­

ARY FIGHTING 

On the night of 'Wednesday January 22 I discussed the revolu­
tionary situation and the necessity of stopping the fighting imme­
diately with the chief confidants of Horia Sima, whom I had brought 
together for the second time in a private apartment with the aid of 

1 In the original, "Nichtbeauftragter", apparently a play on words with 
Neubacher's official title of "Sonderbeauftragter". 
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our SD. The following were present: 'Afinister and Commandant 
Jasinschi, State Secretary Papanace, Commandant Stoicanescu, and 
others. I had already met the same men at 5: 00 o'clock in the after­
noon at the same place. The Legionnaires wished that the Wehr­
macht intervene, and stated, referring to Horia Sima, that every 
Legionnaire would obey the German soldiers. Naturally the Ruman­
ian Army had to leave the scene. At this time I was already able to 
tell the leaders of the Legion that such a solution was. not desired 
by the Reich Foreign 'Afinister. 

From this conference I went to our Legation and took part in the 
conversation between Fabricius and Patrascu (secretary general of 
the movement), who brought word of Horia Sima's rejection of the 
demands of the Leader of the State, and termed these demands too 
far-reaching. I had a long conversation privately with Patrascu, in 
which, referring to my own revolutionary past and experience,2 I 
impressed upon him the absolute necessity of stopping the street 
fighting. The Leader of State was still willing to negotiate which 
would make possible further cooperation with the Legion. Continu­
ation of the fighting must of necessity result in the 'total defeat 
of the civilian street fighters. At 2: 00 o'clock in the morning of 
January 23 I went home. 

Before 4: 00 a. m. there appeared at my apartment the representa­
tive of the SD in Rumania,8 with whom I cooperated closely during 
the last few days, and he informed me that it had now been pos­
sible to bring Horia Sima to the private apartment where the other 
Legiomiaire leaders were, and that he desired to talk with me. I 
went at once to the apartment concerned and found Horia Sima with 
the Legionnaire-leaders J asinschi, Stoicanescu, · Papanace, Sturdza, 
Biris, Patrascu, and others. It was the top leadership of the Legion. 

Horia Sima asked me for my advice. Giving the appropriate rea­
sons, I told him that in its own interest, the interest of the country, 
and that of Germany the Legion had 'to terminate the street fight­
ing at once.' Horia Sima asked me further whether in my opinion 
the Legion should retire from the politics of the country. I replied 
that the Legion existed; by virtue of its past and by virtue of the. 
law of revolution of the· 20th century it would continue to exist and 
would have a decisive part in the renewal of Rumania. It was not 
now a question of persons and ministerial posts, however, and con­
sequently was not a question of the policy of days or months;. the 
fact was that a tragic and bloody civil war must end at once, since 
it served only the interests of the enemies of the Legionnaire 
movement and of Greater German_y. 

1 Neubacher had been a leader of the underground National Soeiallst organi­
zation in Austria in the period 1933-1938. 

• Von Bolschwing. 
• Ct. Hermann Neubacher, Bond.eraufwafl Buclod 194:0-194$, p. 51. 
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Horia. Sima also pointed out that the Legion was deeply impressed 
by an expression of the FUhrer's will in regard to the condt1;ct of the 
members of the W ehrmacht in respect to the matter of the leadership 
of the state by General Antonescu, and he [Horia Sima] adopted an 
order formulated by me and addressed to the fighting Legionnaires. 
This order was written down at 5 : 00 a. m. by Minister 'J asinschi in 
accordance with my statement of the content, and Horia Sima asked 
me to inform General Antonescu that he could withdraw the fighting 
Legionnaires in Bucharest on the basis of this order by 10: 00 a. m., 
and in the rest of the country in the course of the day. 

I at once set out with the chief of the SD £or the Legation, which 
I reached only about 6: 00 a. m. because I was stopped many times 
at the barricades of the Legion, always in a perfectly disciplined way, 
and because of many detours owing to the fact that sections o£ streets 
were occasionally under fire by Rumanian troops. (During my trips 
at night through the barricaded areas of the city I made the follow­
ing special observation: I was stopped dozens of times by armed, 
Legionnaires. Without exception, when they recognized the [Ger­
man] national emblem they made a passage, greeting with the Legion­
naire salute and sometimes with "Heil Hitler 1", and rendered any 
assistance desired. The Rumanian troops behaved of course abso­
lutely correctly with regard to our automobile. Consequently, I 
am able to state that during this fighting sinister elements, Commu­
nists and plunderers undoubtedly, appeared in considerable numbers, 
as sharpshooters from roofs and in small combat groups; at the street 
barricades, however, I have found only disciplined Legionnai~s 
acting under leadership, whose conduct was uniform.) 

I woke up the Minister, informed him of the result of my con­
ferences, and was asked by him to call on General Antonescu at once, 
together with Jasinschi, whom I had brought with me, and inform 
him. The General wished to speak with me. 

Since the regular telephone service was not operating, I used the 
military line in the office of the Military Attache and reached first 
Minister of Justice Mihai Antonescu, the General's chief adviser, at 
the office of the Minister President, whom I informed, and who asked 
me to visit the General at once. The SD chief drove me and J asin­
schi in his car down the Calea Victoriei, where pools of blood and 
stucco shot down £rom the buildings by machine guns could be seen 
as traces of the recent fighting. A military roadblock stopped us 
at a distance of 100 meters and we were unable to make ourselves 
understood. We turned back, which we were most urgently advised 
to do by Legionnaires posted in side streets and were once more fired 
at briefly and unsuccessfully by a machine gun. 

From the Legation I informed :Mihai Antonescu that it would be 
pleasant, if I were not expos_ed to erroneous shooting en route to the 
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. General, whereupon, seriously taken aback at the incident, he 
announced the immediate dispatch of a colonel to this roadblock. 
Thus I reached the office of the Minister President only at 7: 00 a. m. 
and there I had a conversation with the General that lasted for sev­
eral hours, occasionally interrupted by the incidents in the fighting 
that was gradually dying down owing to Sima's order; I reported 
about it in my coded telegram sent yesterday from Sofia.5 

I left Bucharest at 3: 20 a. m. by special plane in order to go to 
Sofia, since the urgency of my special assignment here,8 as indicated 
in the instructions of the Foreign Ministry and stressed by military 
quarters, no longer permitted me to await the arrival of J\finister 
von Killinger. 

1 DocUment No. 700. 
• See document No. 700, footnote 1. 

No. 710 
91/100610-11 

The Foreign Minister to the Embassy in the United States and to the 
, Consulate General at New York 

Telegram" 

SECRET • Fuscm.., January 26, 1941-1: 00 a. m.1 

1) To Washington No. 103 
2} To New York No. 53 

Secret for officer in charge. 
In view of the numerical strength and political importance of the 

Irish in the United States, it is to be assumed that the leading Irish 
there keep themselves accurately informed concerning political con­
ditions in their ancestral land and its relations with England. This 
is also borne out by the fact that the English Government, in its 
deliberations as to whether it should militarily occupy Ireland, or at 
least certain Irish ports, allows itself to be influenced largely by con­
sideration for the Irish in America. The latter therefore are pre­
sumably also well informed about England's plans in this respect 
and likewise about the position which Ireland is taking with respect to 
such plans. 

I request that you report as soon as possible . what, according to 
your observations and the results of your findings, the opinion is in 
Irish circles there of England's plans with respect to Ireland, as well 
as of the position that the Irlsh Government and the Irish people 

1 Sent by closed circuit coded teletype. 
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would take in the event of military action by England, for instance, 
occupation of Irish ports or of the whol~ of ~eland.2 

• • • 

Because of the importance of all reliable mformatlon on tlus ques­
tion for our conduct of the war, I request also that you cultivate as 
much as possible relations with the leading Irish there so that you 
may be able to obtain information from them continuously: The 
money to be spent for this purpose will be placed at your disposal 
at once upon request. 

Please keep this instruction secret, with respect also to the other 
members 

To 1} : of the Embassy 
To 2} : of the Consulate General 

and take it into your personal safe-keeping. 
A corresponding instruction is being sent 

To 1): to the Consul General in New York 
To 2): to the Charge d'Affaires in Washington. 

RmnENTROP 

• For Thomsen's reply, see document No. 721. Tbe reply of the New York 
Consulate General, telegram No. 78 of Jan. 30 (91/100617-18), indicated that 
the Irish there did not expect de Valera to make any concession; they did not 
expect British action, and certainly not while the Lend-Lease bill was pending. 
In any case Irish in.lluence and attitudes were different from those of World 
War I. 

No. 711 
B19/B003976 

The Minister in Finland to the Foreign Ministry 
Telegram 

MOST t:'RGEXT HELSINKI, January 26, 1941. 
No. 49 of January 26 Received January 26-1:10 p.m. 

With reference to my telegram No. 48 of the 25th,t the plan of the 
Russians to obtain control of operation of the nickel mines is also 
of significance in the military field. The facilities belonging to the 
nickel mines lie on both sides of the Arctic Highway. Because all 
German supply of provisions and munitions for northern Norway 
has recently been shifted to the Arctic Highway, supply operations 

1 In this telegram (B19/B003970-71) Blticher reported a further discussion 
with the Finnish Foreign Minister and Fieandt: departure of the Finnish dele­
gation for Moscow was postponed until Monday; Fieandt intended again to 
propose a holding company but offering 50 percent interest to the Russians. 
If the Soviet Government declined this offer, Fieandt would then bring up the 
German-Finnish delivery agreement. Fieandt considered that further delaying 
tactics were impossible and that the Russians planned to get control of the 
whole concession within a few days. Fieandt considered it impossible for 
Finland to continue to resist the Russian pressure without German support in 
Moscow. 



1200 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

would unavoidably become subject to Russian control if the Russians 
get possession of the mine facilities. 

No. 712 
878/209418-li 

The Ohai'T"TJUllTT, of the Special Oommission on Economic Questiotul 
With the Ge'l"lT/,Q,n Armistice OommisBion to the Foreign Mimstry 

Telegram en clair 

SECRET WmsBADEN, January 26, 1941-9:40 p.m. 
DeL vy No. 41 of January 26 Received January 26-9: 55 p. m. 

Following today's negotiations 'Yith the French chairman, in 
which I 

1. delivered, in accordance with the decision of the Commercial 
Policy Committee of January 21 1 the note on the German position 
in regard to the French negotiations with England,2 of which we 
have been notified, concerning French food ·supplies and the 

-application for navicerts, 
2. took up negotiations on the air construction program (Udet)·s_ 

de Boisanger informed me that in spite of my admonition neither he 
nor General Doyen had brought any instructions from Vichy to con-. 
tinue the negotiations· regarding relaxation of the line of demarca-

. tion in return for installing the German commissioners and for super­
vision at the outer borders of France. In the opinion of the French 
Government the matter would have to be postponed until the present 
political crisis had been resolved. 

1 See document No. 689, footnote 2. The relevant passage in this record of the 
decision taken by the. Commercial PolicY Committee reads as follows: 

"The French delegation is to be told that German approval is required for 
negotiations with England regarding application for navicerts, as German inter­
ests and the interests of the occupied territory are directly aJrected by France's 
submission to the English blockade system." 

• Cf. La Delegation fra'll.f:aiae aupr68 de la Oommi88ion allemande d'Armi8tice, 
vol. IV, pp. 52-53. 

1 Telegram No. Del. W 10 sent from Wiesbaden on Jan. 8 refers repeatediY to 
a letter of Dec. 17 from Generalluftzeugmeister Udet addressed to General 
Foerster, Chairman of the subcommission for Air of the German Armistice 
Commission in Wiesbaden, which apparently represented a program of German 
demands regarding utilization of the French aircraft industry for tilling the 
needs of the German LuftwaJre (1002/806253-55). Udet's letter to Foerster 
has not been found. There is also in the files the draft of a telegram of Jan. 
25 in which Counselor Dumont of the Foreign Ministry informed the Special 
Commission for Economie Questions of the Armistice Commission of an in· 
struction which Udet had just sent to General Foerster. This instruction re­
quested General Foerster to take steps with the French Government so that 
the latter would direct the French aircraft industry to draw up immediately the 
eontracts for the deliveries ordered by the German Luftwaffe. (1002/806209) 

·Ct. La D~zegation tran{;aise auprea de Za Oommi8sion allemande d'Armi8tice, 
. VOL IV, pp. 55;-72. . 
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When I inquired about the reasons for this attitude he added­
entirely privately-and with the request for confidential treatment, 
that the reasons were purely political. In Vichy they rejected today 
German supervision of the outer borders as a limitation on French 
sovereignty, in consideration of the position of France toward third 
countries, especially the U. S. A.; in this connection he intimated. that 
they were afraid in Vichy that Admiral Leahy would leave at_once 
if Germany took over control of the borders of free France. 

According to these confidential statements of de Boisanger, who 
has just returned from Vichy and Paris, there is no doubt that there 
has been a noticeably increasing obstinacy in the questions of the line 
of demarcation, of the installing of German commissioners, and of the 
supervision of the outer borders; for in the months of negotiation on 
these matters the political argument has never been advanced hereto­
fore. Thus the view which I expressed in the Commercial Policy 
Committee has been confirmed to an even larger degree than I had 
assumed, [namely] that the longer we wait the more the French will 
be determined to sabotage the [installing of] commissioners and the 
supervision of the outer borders, and that no progress can, be made 
without increased pressure on our part. 

Therefore, as suggested in the Commerical Policy Committee proto­
col of January 21, page 4, the first means of pressure in any case 
should be to continue the present closing of the line of. demarcation 
until our requests with regard to the commissioners and the super­
vision of the outer borders have been fulfilled. 

Please give me appropriate instructions, also with regard to occu­
pation costs and the threat of introducing compulsory registration of 
gold and foreign exchange.' 

• Instructions not found. On the further developments in this matter, see 
vol. xn of this series. 

No. 713 
2934/567333-35 

M emo'l'andum by the Director of the O'lllturaJ, Policy Departrrumt 

BERLIN, January 31, 1941. 
e. o. Kult. gen 2414 geh. 

REcoRD oF A CoNVERSATION Wrm THE KINa OF BULGARIA 

During my visit to the German Architectural Exposition in Sofia, 
King Boris invited me for a conversation, which took place on Sunday, 
the 26th of this month, and lasted an hour and a half. Whereas in 
October 1940, the King had set forth to me in detail Bulgaria's difficult 
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situation as regards foreign policy,1 this time he merely touched upon 
it. The following views of the King, which developed during the talk, 
are of particular interest: 

1. France, in the King's opinion, is senile and will no longer be able 
to play any major political role in the foreseeable future. There is a 
complete lack of any tendency toward the rise of a new leadership 
with a clean record. He sees in Admiral Darlan a fanatical enemy of 
England, on whom we can depend in that respect. He is warning us, 
on the other hand, against Flandin, whom he has known for a long 
time and who is unreliable. 

2. The Soviet Uni<_>n will hardly risk military intervention in the 
Balkan conflicts. It is at all times, however, a latent threat to Bulgaria 
and it could turn the traditional pro~ Russian sentiment in the country 
into a communisticthreat to the state in difficult political situations, 
especially in the event of major setbacks. 

3. The Greeks are very much on their high horse at present. Before 
the campaign was launched he strongly warned Italy against under­
estimating Greek military strength. But the Italians did not know 
what the country and the climate were like, nor, apparently, did 
they study the maps. Italy's loss of prestige in the Balkans is enor-
mous and not undeserved. _ 

4. Some anxiety was shown by the King over the deployment of 
145,000 Yugoslav .troops along the Thracian border. He asked me on 
several occasions whether I thought that Yugoslavia might enter the 
war on the wrong side. I countered this by referring to Germany's 
complete control of the military situation in Europe. 

5. The King spoke derisively about the visit of the American Colonel 
Donovan,2 who demonstrated to him once more how politically naive 
the Americans really are. Donovan has not the faintest notion of the 
political conditions and the history of the Balkans, nor do these mat­
ters seem to interest him in the least. Donovan has asked him to re­
main neutral, to resist by force of arms any attempt by ~rmany to 
move troops through the country, and to put his reliance in the lib­
erality of England and America. When the King told him that Bul­
garia had had sufficient opportunity to find out about Engla~d's 
liberality and understanding in the past 20 years, Donovan replied that 
it was Bulgaria's existence that was now at stake, and that Bulgaria 
would be destroyed if she placed herself on the wrong side. To him, 
the King, this sending of emissaries and all the talk of these gentlemen 
were evidence of American weakness. If America were strong, she 
would act and not threaten. 

-
1 Twardowski's visit in October had been reported in Sofia telegram No. 483 of 

Oct.19 (585/242741). 
J See document No. 685. In the original of this document Donovan's name is 

spelled throughout either "Darnovon" or "Dornavon." 
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6. The recent speeches in England, especially those by Churchillt 
have made a very bad impression on him. It is clear that England is 
growing weak. There can no longer be any doubt of Germany's. 
victory. He was in Germany rec~ntly. He had also visited Germany 
durin()' the second year of the World War and so was in a position 

b . 

to draw comparisons. At that time there was overstrain, nervous-
ness, and confusion on the part of the leading figures; now there is 
the calmness and supreme confidence of the Fii.hrer. He could assure 
me that the personality of the Fuhrer in this time of war had made 
the most powerful and]asting impression on him and had convinced 
him that Germany would win. He was asking me- to convey his 
regards to the Fuhrer, together with his assurance that be believes 
in Germany's victory. The King also charged me with conveying 
regards to the Foreign Minister, expressing at the same time his 
highest respect for the Foreign Minister's energy, vigor, and political 
vision. . 

Herewith submitted to the State Secretary with the request that the 
memorandum be forwarded to the Foreign Minister. 

v. TwARDOWSKI 

No. 714 
685/242934 

The Foreign Minister to the Legation in Bulgaria 
Telegram 

No. 46 from the 
Special Train 

No. 95 from the 

SPECIAL TRAIN, January 27,1941-2:20 a.m. 
Received Berlin, January 27-2: 35 a. m. 

Foreign Ministry Sent January 27-2: 55 a. m. 

With reference to your telegrams Nos. 48 1 and 54.2 

Please tell the Bulgarian Goyernment that we would consider it 
quite useful, in view of coming events, if the friendly understanding 
between the two countries were expressed in a Bulgarian-Turkish 

1 
This telegram of Jan. 20 gave the text of a Turkish proposal for a Turkish· 

Bulgarian declaration of nonaggression on the basis of a report from the 
Bulgarian Minister in Ankara to his Government. When this text was given to 
Richthofen by the Secretary General of the Bulgarian Foreign Ministry, he 
remarked that this draft text was clear evidence of Turkey's desire to keep 
out of the war. (585/242889-00) 

The draft of entries by Helmuth Greiner in the War Diary of the Wehrmacht 
Operations Staff (Dec. 1, 1940-Mar. 24, 1941) for Jan. 25, 1941, indicates that 
this telegram was submitted to Keitel and J odl. 

a In this telegram of Jan. 20 Richthofen. reported that the Bulgarian Govern· 
ment would accept the Turkish draft for the nonaggression declaration, pro­
vided Germany gave her consent. The telegram also cited a statement by the 
Bulgarian Minister President that in signing the declaration, reference would 
be made to the otficlal communique on the meeting between Menemencioglu and 
the Bulgarian 1\Iinister President, Kiosseivanov, which was published on Jan. 13, 
1940. ( 585/242891) 

461889.--60--82 
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agreement, thus demonstrating to world public opinion from the out­
set that the neighborly relationship between Turkey and Bulgaria 
is secure. Essentially this purpose would indeed be served by such 
a declaration as is now proposed by the Turkish Government. Only 
in formulating this declaration, care must be taken that it does not 
conflict with the present status of German-:Bulgarian relations. For 
this reason it appears necessary to omit from the preamble of the 
new declaration the reference to the earlier declaration with which 
the conversations between Kiosseivanov and Menemencioglu were 
concluded on January 15 [13], 1940.1 One could easily justify this 
to the Turks without arousing suspicion by saying that in order to 
avoid all wrong and varied interpretations it is better to let the new 
document speak for itself and not refer in it to the earlier document. 
The determination of the two countries to refrain from all aggres­
sion and the neighborly relations between the two countries were, 
after all, expressed exhaustively in the new document even without 
such a reference. Please send a telegraphic report soon about the 
further development of the matter. 4 RnmENTRoP 

• See voL vm of this series, document No. 564 and footnote 4. 
• In telegram No. 91 of Jan. 27, Richthofen replied to this instruction. stating 

that in the absence of the Foreign Minister be had talked to the Minister Presi­
dent who had full understanding for the German position and promised to 
discuss the matter with Foreign Minister Popov as soon as he had returned to 
Sofia (585/242937). 

The Turkish-Bulgarian negotiations about the text of the planned declara­
tion continued into the month of February. Finally, Richthofen was able to 

' report in telegram No. 169 of Feb. 14 that the Turks had agreed to omit from 
the preamble any reference to the declaration of Jan. 1940 and that the Bul· 
garian Foreign Minister requested German approval for the new text of the 
preamble. (274/177686) 

Ribbentrop gave his approval in telegram No. 55 of Feb. 14 from Fusehl 
which was sent to Sofia from Berlin as telegram No. 165 (274/177681). The 
Turkish-Bulgarian declaration of friendship and nonaggression was signed on 
Feb.17,1941. 

No. 715 
201/89283-84. 

The Minister in Rumu1:nia to the Foreign Minist'l"!f 

Telegram 

MOST URGENT BucHAREST, January 27, 1941. 
No. 156 of January 27 Received January 27-3:05 p.m. 

For the Foreign Minister. 
Tranquillity reigns throughout the country':... The disruptions 

caused by the attempt at revolution have been eliminated. In the 
oil (one word missing) everything is normal. All circles of the 
Legion are depressed. From an investigation which I myself under­
. took, it developed that the attempt at revolution had been in prepa­
ration a long time. Leadership was in the hands of the leader of 
the Left W~g of the Legion, the labor leader of the 1\Ia.laxa plant, 
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Groza. The weak Haria Sima let himself be pushed into making 
the Putsch which had the aim of eliminating Antonescu by elements 
that could almost be considered communist. I am of the opinion that 
the great tension between Antonescu and Sima, the great extent of 
which was not known to us, was skillfully exploited by English 
agents, and particularly by Russian agents, who prepared the revolu­
tion by propaganda and provocation. Thus, besides other weapons, 
85 of the most modern submachine guns of American origin were 
confiscated. On my advice Antonescu is willing to be lenient to the 
extent that his authority does not become endangered, and that on 
the other hand a renewed attempt at revolution is impossible. He 
intends to issue the following directives regarding the punishment 
of the guilty : 

1. For Sima and the former ministers and state secretaries, except 
for Petroviscescu, 5 years' imprisonment. The sentence can be served 
in Germany. 

2. Murderers and street robbers will be sentenced by the courts. 
3. In case of disobedience to orders of the Leader of the State, 

sentence will be passed according to law. 
4. In case weapons are not given up, sentence will be passed accord­

ing to law. 
5. In case of attempts at assassination immediate execution. 
6. Organizers and leaders of the uprising, for example the above-

mentioned Groza, will be executed. _ 
7. All Legionnaires who departed from the ethics of the Legion 

(robbery, theft, corruption, filling their pockets, lack of discipline, 
inflammatory speeches, etc.) will be punished with 2 years' imprison­
ment. 

All others will be pardoned and, if they wish, will again be 
employed in the Legion according to their abilities. . 

I also discussed the following with Antonescu: 
All Legionnaires who l'aid down their arms upon intervention by 

German officers and were allowed to depart will not again be arrested. 
Antonescu intends to form a new government and to include also 

men close to the Legion. Whether they will accept is uncertain, 
since they live in fear of being killed by their own people as traitors. 

Later, after the Legion has been reformed, he will in any case 
take leaders of the Legion into the Government. · 

Through intermediaries I intend to try to approach Horia. Sima, 
who is still at large, in order to induce him to withdraw from his 
post as party leader and to release the Legionnaires from their oath to 
him, since fanatical and mystically-minded elements time and again 
invoke their oath. 

I have asked Antonescu whether he would agree to my writing an 
article for the press section in which I, as the representative of the 
Reich, would explain my attitude toward the attempted revolution. 
This could contribute to the general pacification. Antonescu would 
welcome this. I request that you send me your authorization and views 
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as quickly as possible.1 Moreover, I have found out that the lead­
ing Legionnaires have no inkling of Horia Sima's invitation to Salz-· 
burg, and even now still do not want to believe it.2 I believe that 
Horia Sima intentionally kept quiet about this invitation and that 
already at that time the plan to attempt a revolt had been decided on. 

Kn.r..rnGER 

1 In telegram No. 52 of Jan. 28, sent from the Special Train, Killinger 
was given instructions from Ribbentrop not to publish such an article until it 
had been sent to the Foreign Ministry for clearance (201/89290). 

2 See documents Nos. 631 and 647. 

No. 716 
191/13871)3 

The Ambassador in Japan to the Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

SECRET ToKYo, January 27, 1941-9:05 p.m. 
No. 123 of January 27 Received January 27-8:20 p.m. 

With reference to your telegram No. 40 of January 13.1 

During my very private farewell luncheon for Ambassaflor 
Oshima 2 today he and Aill.bassador Shiratori brought the conver­
sation around to recognition of Wang Ching-wei. Both Ambassa­
dors expressed the opinion that a Japanese inquiry to Germany 
regarding recognition of Wang Ching-wei was not advisable at the 
present time, if the possibility of later bringing German influence 
to bear on Chiang Kai-shek were not to be impaired. Both Ambas­
sadors have met with understanding on the part of the Foreign ~fin­
ister for this opinion. Oshima expressed the intention after his 
arrival in Berlin of inquiring of the Reich Foreign Minister whether 
a special representative of the Reich Government might perhaps be 
sent to exert influence on Chiang Kai-shek. 

OTT 

1 Not found. 
' 2 See document No. 508. 

No. 717 
B19/B003974-75 

The Foreign Minister to the Legation in Finland 

Telegram 

MOST URGENT 
SPECIAL Tn.Am, HEnmrcn, January 27, 1941-8: 30 p.m. 

No.48 of January27 
from Special Train Received Berlin, January 27-9:15 p.m. 

No. 58 of January 27 
from ~h~ Foreign Ministry Sent January 27-12: 00 midnight. 
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With reference to your telegrams No. 46 1 and 48 2 of January 25, 
and with reference to my telegram No. 49 3 of January.24 [~5], 1941. 

1. The English reply reported in telegram No. 46 can be inter­
preted by the Finnish Government only as a refusal of the English 
Government to agree to the transfer of the concession. It is not 
manifest why, in respect to the Russians, Finland should decline to 
invoke this English standpoint. If Finland were to violate the rights 
of British subjects by taking away the concession, she would be 
confronted with the possibility of reprisals involving her financial 
interests in the British Empire, and her raw material imports from 
overseas countries, by which her vital interests would be affected. 
This furnishes sufficient grounds, as we have suggested, for the Fin­
nish Government to request that the Soviet Government itself now try 
to obtain an unconditional English consent. 

2. The view expressed by the Finnish Foreign Minister, that fur­
ther dilatory conduct of the negotiations was impossible, seems 
premature. The procedure envisaged by Fieandt, outlined under 
numerals 3 and 4 of telegram No. 48 might, in any case, still offer 
some chances for it. 

3. Concerning the form which the future concession arrangements 
should be given, Finland ought to hold fast to the standpoint that 
she as a sovereign state could not allow herself to be excluded from 
so important a concession and consequently could not go beyond the 
proposed 50-50 relationship in a holding company nor waive 
appropriate participation in its management. 

4. In order to make it easier for the Finns in their negotiations in 
Moscow to maintain the German-Finnish agreements in force, Ambas­
sador Count Schulenburg has simultaneously been instructed to 
communicate the following to Molotov: 4 Reports on the progress of 
the Soviet-Finnish negotiations regarding Petsamo have made it 
apparent to us that the Finns are having difficulties in securing recog­
nition by the Soviet Government of the German nickel interests based 
on the German-Finnish agreements. 

·we are therefore taking occasion to remind the Soviet Government 
once more that we could 'agree to modification of the concession ar­
rangement only on condition that the German-Finnish agreements re­
garding delivery of nickel and nickel ore to Germany would be fully 

1 In telegram No. 46 (Bl9/B003968-69) Bliicher reported that a telegram from 
Ramsay indicated that the British Government took the legal standpoint and 
refused its consent to any infringement of rights of English subjects. However, 
Ramsay had been told that a joint Finnish-Russian corporation was better 
than war with Russia ; a temporary agreement was better than a permanent 
regulation. Fieandt informed Bliicher that he felt that his delaying tactics 
with the Russians had been played out. 

• See document No. 711, footnote 1. 
• Document No. 703. 
'Such instructions were sent to Moscow ln telegram No. 164 of Jan, 27 (104/· 

113006--07). . 
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recognized by the Soviet Government and by the future concession­
aire company. We could not consent to any impairment of our 
nickel interests based on these agreements because of the impor­
tance of this metal for Germany, and all the more because we had 
entered· our demands with the Finnish Government and made the 
appropriate arrangements long before the Soviet Government had 
indicated its interest in the nickel mines. 

End of telegraphic instruction to Helsinki [Moscow 1]. 
Please inform the Finnish Government of our position in these 

terms. 
RmBENTROP 

No. 718 
1186/14618-00 

' 
T'M Ambassador in Spain to the Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

MOST URGENT MADRID, January 27, 1941. 
TOP SECRET Received January 27..;_11: 15 p. m.1 

No. 303 of January 27 
.For the Reich Foreign Minister. 
With reference to my telegram No. 286 of January 25.2 

Since in the meantime I have received no further instructions, I 
gave Franco today at noon the new oral message of the Reich Gov­
ernment (telegraphic inStruction of January 24, unnumbered).3 The 
Foreign Minister was again present. 

Franco's reply at first was specific only as to point 4 of the mes­
sage, ·declaring that he still believed in an Axis victory. He con­
tended further that so far we had never mentioned anything about. 
advance aid deliveries prior to entry into the war, a statement which 
I of course emphatically disputed. 

In the further course of the conversation, lasting about an hour, 
I said, pointing out that I was speaking only for myself, that I con­
sidered the reply given me on Saturday • thoroughly unsatisfactory. 
It was devoid of anything specific, and I feared that it would-be 
interpreted in Berlin merely as a maneuver to put us off. I particu­
larly failed to note any reference, even in a. most approximate man­
ner, to a date for entering the war. .Further, there was a lack of 
specific data as to what Spain, in the light of previous statements of 

1 Marginal note: "Forwarded as No. 425, Jan. 28 at approximately 1: 10 a. m. 
to the Foreign Minister's special train." 

1 See document No. 707, footnote 2. 
• Ribbentrop's instruction of Jan. 24: with the new oral message is document 

No. 702. The Berlin copy bears the number 172 of that date, and number 35 
from the Special Train. · 

6 S~ document No. 707. 
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the Caudillo and of the Foreign Minister, would consider absolutely 
essential in the way of advance deliveries and later deliveries;; Data 
of this kind would have brought us much more rapidly forward than. 
the simple declaration of willingness to negotiate on the subject. I 
would be grateful if Franco would furnish me more precise details. 
on these points, because otherwise I feared that in Berlinthey would 
be very dissatisfied and German-Spanish relations would suffer-
thereby. I 

Taking up the question of advance deliveries and other forms of 
assistance, the Caudillo began by declaring, seconded in this by the 
Foreign Minister, that surveys on this score were already under way 
and that pertinent requests would be. put forth at conferences, if we­
agreed to such. With regard to the ,failure to mention any date,_ 
which I had criticized, Franco again plunged into lengthy explana­
tions about the country's distressing situation and the impossibility 
so far of having made Spain ready for war in military respects and'_ 
especially in economic ones. The only ndteworthy item in this recital 
was that the Generalissimo did emphasize much more strongly thm 
hitherto that Spain would undoubtedly enter the war. He also stated. 
in this connection that in ·his opinion even a later entry into the war: 
which, he felt, would still last for many months, would be of use. 
Franco, however, stressed again that Spain was in no condition t;o. 

wage a prolonged war. The Canary Islands, he said, had food sup­
plies for 6 months at the most, and the Spanish troops in Morocco· 
for barely 1 month. He refused to accept my contention that the war­
for Gibraltar would.only be very brief and that we would furnish aU 
that was necessary for it. He declared: even if the battle for Gibral­
tar were to be quite brief, there was no way of knowing what would. 
happen in Africa. where France maintained 200,000 troops, at least 
600 airplanes, and armored units. When I answered that after the 
seizure of Gibraltar we would have access to Africa without further­
ado, Franco declared that besides the Moroccan frontier the Portu­
guese frontier also had significance. He emphasized in this connec­
tion what the Foreign Minister had already told me some time ago,, 
that at the present moment one could no longer reckon with certainty 
that Portugal would resist an English landing. 

Reverting to the Spanish Government's reply given me on Satur-­
day, Franco, seconded by the Foreign Minister, underlined that in 
view of our manifest doubt about his recital of the country's distress: 
and the difficulties of its economic situation, he was renewing ex­
pressly the request he had already made before, to send experts here,. 
economic experts on questions of food supply and transport, and. 
especially also some high military person who had the confidence of· 
the FUhrer and of the Foreign Minister. He mentioned in this con­
nection specifically Field Marshal Keitel, declaring that a visit by-
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such a person under any preteA't could be very easily arranged, as was 
done in the case of the visit of the Reichsfiihrer 88.5 

Recapitulating, I can say of today's conversation that Franco, more 
clearly that hitherto, showed his injured feelings over what he de­
scribed as our lack of faith in his statements; on the-other hand he 
feels strongly that Spain's entry into the war, which he himself ad­
mits to be necessary, is a matter of course, even if this entry does not 
-ensue immediately. Most important undoubtedly was the emphati­
. cally expressed wish that we send outstanding experts here who could 
personally make a survey of the situation and settle with the Span­
iards upon the necessary advance and subsequent deliveries of aid. 

· SroiiBER 

• Rimmler bad visited Madrid Oct. 2o-23, 1940. 

No. 719 
'839/281613-16 

Memorandum by Ambassador Ritter 

'TOP SECRET BERLIN, January 27, 1941. 
e. o. Pol. I M 213 g. Rs. 

In the next 2 or 3 weeks a number of actions in the field of foreign 
policy are to be harmonized and synchronized with the military sit­
uation and military operations. 

The actions in the field of foreign policy are: 

1. The renewal of the Bulgarian-Turkish declaration of non­
.aggression.1 

2. Signing and publication of Bulgaria's accession to the Tripartite 
Pact. 

3. A possibly more precise and formal German statement addressed 
-to Turkey. · · 

4. German diplomatic attitude toward Greece. 

_yugoslavia: Tripartite Pact, nonaggression pact. 
General J odl will be able to tell me something conclusive about the 

-tempo of the military operations only after Colonel Bruckmann, the 
German Military Attache in Sofia, has brought with him the minutes 
·of the German-Bulgarian General Staff conversations 2 and has made 
.an oral report about them. 

Provisionally General J odl has told me the following regarding 
the question of time: 

1. The preparations for building bridges across the Danube are 
being continued, so that the bridges will be ready for use within 3 
days starting on February 10. 

1 See document No. 714. 
1 See document No. 704. 
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2. On February 10 the first echelons of an assembly of seven di~ 
visions, the VIIT Air Corps and the necessary antiaircraft Ullits will 
be in Rumania. 

3. General von Richthofen intends to begin the entry of the VIII 
Air Corps and the antiaircraft units into Bulgaria only after the 
whole air base in Bulgaria has been set up. He needs about 100rail.:. 
road trains in order to set up the air base. Since only about six 
trains a day can be processed in Bulgaria, the setting up of the air 
base will take about 16 days. :Accordingly, if Richthofen's view is 
accepted, the move into Bulgaria can begin only considera;bly later 
than February 10. 

General Jodi, too, would like a somewhat greater concentration of 
troops in Rumania, i.e., a somewhat later date. 

4. The FUhrer considers it necessary that Constanta, on account 
of the oil tanks there, should be protected also against anonymous 
bombardment from the sea. It is not yet certain when coastal ba~ 
teries will be brought to Constanta. 

5. As for antiaircraft protection in Bulgaria-that is to say, pr~ 
tection for Bulgaria as well ·as for our own German troops-the only 
two areas which it has thus far been proposed to protect by antiair­
craft artillery are the area around Sofia and that around Plovdiv. 
At the German-Bulgarian General Staff conversations the Bulgarians 
considered it necessary, however, to protect also the areas of Varna 
and Burgas with antiaircraft artillery, since the Bulgarian oil is there. 

6. Contrary to the suggestions of the Garman-Bulgarian General 
Staffs, the OKW does not consider it practical for Bulgaria to under· 
take a camouflaged Bulgarian partial mobilization prior to the start 
of the movement of troops through the country.3 This would ndt 
remain secret. It was therefore quite certain that this would result 
in new mobilizations in Turkey and Yugoslavia. Unless there should 
be a reconsideration on the basis of Colonel Bruckmann's oral reports, 
General Jodi believes it better that Bulgaria should be somewhat 
weaker militarily because of not having mobilized, than to induce 
countermobilizations. The only thing which matters is the possibility 
for a German military commitment. 

7. General Jodi would like to delay the open exposure of our real 
military objectives as far as possible. He would therefore prefer 
it if, when the Danube is being crossed, the cards were not yet laid 

• The draft of entries by Helmuth Greiner in the War Diary of the Wehrmacht 
Operations Staff (Dec.l, 1940-Mar. 24, 1941) for Jan. 28 refers to a conversation 
between Hitler and Jodl concerning a report from Field Marshal List which 
reached the OKW on Jan. 25. The SUli.Ilil8.l'Y of List's report on his conversa-
tions contains also the following passage: ' 

"Bulgaria is quite willing but worried that her military defense is inadequate. 
This anxiety is justified to the extent that the mass of the Bulgarian Army is 
demobilized in its home districts and only weak security detachments are on 
the borders. Bulgarian passive air defense is totally inadequate. First of all, 
a secret Bulgarian mobilization will be necessary, and this will require 15 days.'• 
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-on the table. He proposes that it be studied whether, in the case of 
Bulgaria, too, one might not for a week or two play the game of 
training units for 'Bulgaria which are being transferred to Bulgaria 
at the invitation of the Bulgarian Government. 

8. As far as matters can be judged today, General Jodi does not 
believe that the move into Bulgaria can begin before February 20, 
reserving the question of the ice conditions on the Danube. 

These are temporary considerations as of today. They have not 
yet been agreed upon between the OKW and the OKH and not yet 
-submitted to the FUhrer.' 

'See document No. 724. 

·No. 720 
Bl9/B0039179 

The Minister in Finland to the Foreign Ministry 
Telegram 

MOST URGENT HELSINKI, January 28, 1941-3:56 p.m. 
No. 56 of January 28 Received January 28-8: 30 p. m.1 

With reference to your telegram No. 58.2 

1. Instruction carried out. 
2. Regarding points 1 and 2: 
The Foreign .M:inister will try to take intO account our suggestions 

-although the Soviet Government previously declined to approach the 
British Ambassador regarding British consent, and although Fieandt 
is fearful of a Russian ultimatum. 

3. Regarding point 3 : 
Final position of the Finnish Government is not to go beyond 50-50 

(fifty). ' . 
4. Regarding point 4: 
The Foreign .M:inister welcomes the instruction although three­

.comered talks woUld have been even more to his liking. It was 
agreed with the Foreign .M:inister that he was not to let the Russian 
negotiators know that he had knowledge of the instruction. If the 
opposite is desired, I request instruction. 

5. The Foreign .M:inister is afraid of a development, in which the 
:Russians would accept the German demands but otherwise remain 
·inflexibly insistent upon a concessionaire company to suit their 
wishes. 

s The text of the telegram bears the notation that it was a corrected repetl· 
:iion. A notation at the end indicates that this text was issued from the code 
.room of the Foreign Ministry J'an. 29. 

• Document ]S'o. '117. 
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6. Fieandt and Gronblomleft for Moscow yesterday. 
7. Ramsay was expected to arrive in Lisbon yesterday and :will re-­

main in Berlin until January 31. I would suggest drawing him out 
on the situation in England. 

No. 721 
91/10061&-111 

The Oharge d'Affaires in the United States to the Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

TOP SECRET WASHINGTON, January 28,1941-8:28 p.m. 
No. 252 of January 28 Received January 29-1: 05 p. m. 

Secret for officer in charge. 
With reference to your telegram No. 103 of January 26.1 

The opposition of the Irish in America to any assistance to England 
through measures short of war,1 or even through America's entry into 
the war at the side of England, is entirely reminiscent of the attitude 
of the Irish here during the World War. Although Ireland has in 
the meantime almost won her independence, the hatred of the 
Irish-Americans for England has not diminished. On the other hand, 
their attitude toward Germany is different from that of the World 
War. At that time they considered Germany the liberator; today 
as the Power whose warfare against England can place the Irish 
homeland in a painfully difficult situation. In addition to this is the 
fact that the Irish Catholics incline, under the influence of their 
clergy, to join in the propaganda against National Socialism for 
ideologicalreasons. _ 

Nevertheless the Irish in America must at present still be regarded 
as a. retarding element, whose conduct the American Government 
must take into consideration up to a. certain point, since, as is well 
known, the Irish play an important role in politics, from the highest 
to the lowest positions. If, to be sure, the Irish Americans were not 
able to prevent the entry of America into the World War on the 
side of their oppressor, England, they will not succeed in doing so 
under present-day conditions either. Supposing that America enters 
the war, the opposition of the Irish to this can play only a minor 
role. In the mass hysteria that is then to be expected, the majority 
of the Irish-Americans will probably, partly under pressure, p~rtly 
from conviction, take a stand against us, although not in favor of 
England. Nor would this be cha.nged much on the surfaie by the 

1 Doctllllent No. 710. 
• These three words are In EnguSh In the orlglnaL 
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fact that England previously, by resort to force, took possession of 
the Irish ports. The press here has for considerable time been pre­
paring the American public for the need of such an act of violence. 
Even now England is considered justified in doing this and Ireland 
is being admonished not to oppose the inevitable. The fact that Mr. 
Willkie wishes to visit Ireland, too, on his Red Cross trip is in ac­
cordance with this trend, as are frequent rumors to the effect that the 
American Government has put the Irish Government under strong 
pressure to abandon its futile resistance. 

At the same time, the Irish here and the Irish Government are re­
peatedly given to understand that once the war against the common 
foe is :won, the American Government will make vigorous efforts ro 
restore complete independence and sovereignty to Ireland. 

Against this the objections and countermoves of the Irish-Ameri­
Callf? are, in the end, of little avail, although the dangers to which 
Ireland is exposed "between Scylla and Charybdis" are described 
in detail not only in the Irish-American press, but also in the columns 
of the great American press. The Irish here expect absolutely that 
Ireland will defend herself against an English act of violence, and 
they are therefore doing everything in their power to call the atten­
tion of the American Government and the Congress to the dangers to 
which Ireland will be exposed if she should become a theater of war. 
At the direction of his Government, the Irish Minister here has been 
similarly occupied. 

In this situation, I h:ave made it a pa1ticular point, through the 
Special Attache for Press Affairs in the Embassy, to cultivate rela­
tions with the Irish-American press and Irish-American leaders and 
their organizations. I am also personally in touch with the well­
known champion of the Irish freedom movement in Congress, Senator 
Murray of Montan~. 

I have reported currently on various operations over here. For ex­
ample, by spending considerable sums from the War Press Fund, we 
make use of the Irish-American newspaper, The New York Enquirer, 
whose circulation and (1 group garbled), we have in various ways 
greatly increased.- Moreover, the Enquirer arranges for us coopera­
tion with other Irish newspapers, such as the Gaelic American and 
The Leader, which is published in California. Also, through Consul 
General Kapp,3 we maintain relations with Father Coughlin • and his 
newspaper, Social Justice. 

I reserve further reporting. 
THoMSEN 

• Karl Kapp, German Consul General at Cleveland. 
• Charles Edward Coughlin, Roman Catholic priest of Royal Oak, Michigan, 

organizer of ~e Union for Social Justice. 
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No. 722 

"ll/0074~ 

The Ambassador iln Turkey to the Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 78 of January .28 .ANKARA, January 28, 1941-9: 40 p.m. 
Received January 29-1: 05 p. m. 

1. The Secretary General [sic] of the Grand Mufti 1 will leave here 
day after tomorrow, first for Rome, since his visit there has been ar­
ranged by the Italian Minister at Baghdad. After a week's stay, he, 
will go on to Berlin. Entry permit has been arranged through the 
Embassy at Rome. 

[According to him] Nuri Said has resigned, with the Cabinet's 
approval. No announcement of this is to be made in order not to 
provoke the English unnecessarily. The Iraq Government is now 
prepared to cooperate with us in every way. In his opinion, it would 
be best if deliveries of arms were made via Russia and Iran. 

2. l)onovan 11 arrives here on the 30th. He is the special deputy 
of Knox, not of Roosevelt; apparently he is dealing with naval 
questions. 

1 See document No. 680 and footnote 6. 
• See document No. 685. 

No. 723 
IS34/23969l: 

PAPEN 

Memorandum by the Director of the Political Department 

U.St.S. Pol. No. 22 BERLIN, January 28, 1941. 
Minister Bene telephoned me today from The Hague and referred 

to the pastoral letter of the Netherlands Episcopate, reported in the 
press, which is directed against Social Democrats, Communists, and 
National Socialists. Herr Bene said that the Reich Commissar re­
garded this pastoral letter as a very grave symptom of the sentiment 
in the Netherlands, particularly in view of the fact that the Church 
is refusing the sacraments, burial, and marriage services, to NSB mem­
bers, just as the Church did in the period preceding the [National 
Socialist] seizure of power in Germany. The Reich Commissar had 
reported on these developments to the FUhrer directly, and for this 
reason especially, he, Bene, for his part also wanted to inform the 
Foreign Ministry about the situation at once. It was not definitely 
known yet what conclusions the Reich Commissar would draw from 
this situation. It was certa~, however, that he would take action 
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against political Catholicism. This would be reflected, for insta.nOOt 
in the attitude toward the Catholic workers associations, etc. The 
Foreign Ministry was concerned in this matter also for the reason 
that a demarche by the Papal Nuncio might be expected. 

No. 724 
839./281~ 

TluJ Ohief of tluJ Wehrmacht Operatiom Staff of tluJ High 001llllnarv.l 
of the Wehrmacht to the Foreign Mirti&try 

No. 10/41 g.K. Chefs BERLIN, January 28,1941. 
For the attention of Ambassador Ritter. 
After the matter had been presented to him, the FUhrer decided 

today as follows regarding the military operations in the Balkans: 1 

1. The entry of the German troops into B~uaria. is to take place as 
late a.s possible. 

The moment will be decided by~the following factors: 

a. The base for the Luftwaffe in B[ulgaria.] will have to be pre­
pared in advance as inconspicuously as possible, and the air and 
coastal defenses for Constanta., Varna, andBurgas assured; 

b. On the other hand, the time for the start of the attack (about 
April 1) will be adhered to; · 
· c. An interruption of the crossing, once it has begun, by ice drift 
on the Danube lS to be avoided. 

2. Thus the exact moment of the entry cannot yet be predicted 
at this time, but will most probably not take place before February 20. 

3. The Fiihrer likewise considers a mobilization in Bulgaria to be 
dangerous before enough strong German troops have arrived there, 
since such a mobilization in B[ulgaria] can presumably not be 
concealed. 

On the other hand the Bulgarian Air Force units, the antiaircraft 
artillery, and the civilian air defenses should be ready for action_in 
advance in as camouflaged a form as possible. 

4. Announcement of Bulgaria's accession to the Tripartite Pact is 
no longer urgent and can be postponed until shortly before the entry 
of the German troops. 

Conclusion prior to this of a nonaggression pact between Turkey 
and Bulgaria., as well as between Yugoslavia on the one hand and 
Germany and Bulgaria on the other is militarily desirable. 

2 A record of the circumstances in which these decisions were made is fotmd 
In the draft of entries by Helmuth Greiner in the War Diary of the Webrmacbt 
Operations Staff (Dec. I, 1940-Mar. 24, 19fl), date of Jan. 28. 
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Similarly, the possibility of letting supply transports (~o war 
material) pass through Yugoslavia after the entry ,into Bulgaria. 
would greatly facilitate the transportation situation. 

JODL 

[EnrroRS' NOTE. The Halder Diary has the following ·entry for 
January 28, 1941, regarding a conference with_ the Commander in 
Chief of the Army: ~-

"Report Abetz (the previous day with the Commander in Chief). 
"Fiihrer has made a decision to the effect that he does not want 

to have Laval in the French Government. He is to remain in Paris 
and be available as an opponent of Petain. 

"Collaboration is considered as not existing at present. Fiihrer will 
tell this to Petain and limit himself to the armistice. Laval will be 
kept in readiness for formation of a future government in France if 
Weygand should make common cause with the English and with de 
Gaulle. _ 

"Darlan is at present the crown prince. He is certainly not pro­
English, and besides, he is apparently flattered as the result of the 
role which he is playing now. He must be supported. For these 
reasons no major obstacle will be put in the way of giving French 
marines returning from England leave to go into the occupied terri­
tory. (It is interesting that of 18,000 French sailors who were in 
England, only 600 stayed there.)"] 

No. 725 
136/74622-23 

The Foreign Ministe1' to the Embassy in Spain 

_Telegram 

No. 204 BERLIN, January 28, 1941. 
Sent January 29-12:25 a.m. 

RAM 22. 
Secret for officer in charge. 
With reference to your telegram N o.l22.1 

1) I request a statement as to how the introductory words of your 
telegram, that in the meantime you had received no other instructions, 
are to be understood. 

2) I further request an entirely precise statement whether you 
have read word for word to General Franco the two messages of the 
Reich Government.2 

1 This is evidently an error for No. 303. See document No. 718. 
1 Documents Nos. 682 and 702. 
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3) I regret that in the conversation you have given General Franco 
the opportunity to divert your demarche from its purpose, as I gather 
from the statements in your telegram that you did, and to shove off on 
[zuzusohieben] Germany so to speak a further initiative. As you 
know, from my oral and written instructions, both messages were in~ 
tended by us to make unmistakably clear to Franco that only an im­
mediate entry in the war by Spain had any strategic value for us and 
to get from him a clear yes or no whether he was prepared to enter 
the war immediately. Instead of this, your conversation with him 
has had, the effect that he has come to us with the request to send to 
Spain economic experts and in addition a military figure like Field 
Marshal Keitel. In that way General Franco and Serrano Sufier 
have attempted to gain the position which they obviously want­
namely, to be able to say, in reply to a statement of the Reich Govern­
ment that Spain has not kept the spirit of her agreements with us, that 
Germany herself had failed to fulfill the necessary conditions for entry 
in the war. It is in this respect revealing that already in the previous 
conversation the reproach was made that we had not come through 
with the promised economic assistance. I request you therefore to 
sfate precisely whether General j!'ranco has understood unmistakably 
from what you said that we expected an immediate entry by Spain 
into the war, and that only such entry into the war had strategic value 
for us, and that he nevertheless has rejected plainly and definitely 
immediate entry into the war. 3 

RlBBENTROP 

a See document No. 728. 

No. 726 

B13/BOO:L383.-81li 

The Embassy in Italy to the Foreign M inist17J 

MOST URGENT 

TOP SECRET 

N o.184 of January 28 
Delegation No. 11 

For the State Secretary. 

Telegram 

RoME, January 29, 1941-3 : 15 a.. m. 
Received January 29-4: 00 a.m. 

I 

I. On the basis of General Favagrossa's negotiations in Berlin a 
plan for the supply of petroleum for the first 4 months of 1941 was 
arranged with the Italian Government by means of the exchange of 
letters of January 6, pending the :final consent of the Reich Govern­
ment.1. The plan cannot be followed through, since on the basis of 

., 
1 See document No. 619. 
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the Fiihrer~s decision only 10,000 tons instead of the projected 30,000 
tons of diesel oil can be d,elivered from German supplies, and only 
20,000 tons instead of 27,000 tons of aviation gasoline. When the at­
tempt was made to arrange with the Italians a new supply plan for 
the first 6 months of 1941, taking account of the curtailments ordered 
by the Fiihrer, it appeared that the situation is now, in part as a result 
of the recent military developments,2 considerably less favorable than 
it was pictured in Berlin at the end of December. From this it fol­
lows that in the Italian view not only is unreduced delivery of the 
amounts originally contemplated for the 4:-month plan necessary, but 
in addition a wry considerable increase. Our attempts to CQnvince 
the Italians that the minimum figures now cited by them could be 
further reduced were answered with the statement, made in the most 
decided way, that all of the responsible Italian military and political 
authorities were cominced that the Italian requests represented the 
absolute minimum program for continillng the war even on the past 
basis. Therefore a decision could be reached only by the highe::.""t 
authority with the participation of the General Staffs. 

II. The Italians calculate their minimum monthly requirements 
in thousands of tons: 

aviation gasoline-20 
automobile gasoline--40 
diesel oil-31 
refined petroleum-7 
fuel oil-140 (115 of this for the Navy) 
lubricating oil-9 

...liter all other delivery pog;ibilities have been utilized this minimum 
requirement can be covered in the first 6 months of 1941 only by the 
following deliveries from mineral [oils] available tQ Germany (in 
thousands of tons), assuming that the indispensable minimum stocks 
on June 30 are to be 1 month's supply for all types except fuel oil for 
naval purposes, and 3 months' supply for fuel oil for naval purposes: 

aviation gasoline--43, including the 20 already promised 
automobile gasoline-50 
diesel oil-51, including the 10 already promised 
petroleum-26, including the 4 already promised 
fuel oil-384 
lubricating oil-20, including the 3 already promised 

III. Fulfillment of the Italian requirements, with the exception of 
fuel oil, is possible only by seriously handicapping the German military 
supply. As for fuel oil, in the opinion of experts here, fulfillment of 

•1n tel~ No. 211 of lan. 31 the Foreign Mini.J!try notified Clodlus in 
Rome of British reports of the capture of large on supplies at Tobruk. Clodlus 
was directed in tactful manner to urge the Italians to prevent such seizures in 
the future (B13/B001U0/2). . 

461f.fi.~3 
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the demand is not possible in view of the German requirements, partic­
ularly those of the Navy. 

IV. After a renewed detailed review of the Italian situation with 
the aid of German military authorities here, the experts in the 
delegation are of. the opinion that the Italians must get along with 
the following monthly consumption (in thousands of tons) : 

· aviation gasoline--15 
automobilegruiDlin~5 
diesel oil-28 
refined petroleum-7 
fueloil-110 
lubricating oil-8 

With the same reserves at the end of June as cited above this requires 
in the first 6 months of 1941 the following contributions ~m mineral 
oil supplies available to Germany (in thousands of tons): 

aviation gruiDline--20 
automobile gruiDline--15 
diesel oil---30 
petroleum-26 
fuel oil-110 
lubricating oil-13 

Even these contributions are considerably higher than they should 
be for 6 months with a corresponding interpretation of the contribu­
tions authorized by the Fiihrer for the 4-month program. However, 
the question is of such decisive importance politically and militarily 
that I request that a decision by the highest authorities concerned be 
obtained at once. 
' Please wire instructions.3 

. 

CLOnros 
fuCKENSEN 

• The instructions requested have not been found, but Clodius was called to 
Berlin and was received by Hitler on Feb. 6. See vol XII of this series. 

No. 727 
B13/B001~96 

The Ambassador in the Soviet Union to the Foreign Min:i8try 

Telegram 

URGENT l\Ioscow, January 29, 1941-5: 12 p. m. 
CO~'"FIDENTIAL Received January 29-8: 25 p. m. 
No. 189 of January 28 

With reference to my report No.131 of January 14! 
. The Italian Ambassador here told met he following: 

1 Not printed (366/206808-10). 
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He had called on Molotov yesterday by instruction of his Gov­
ernment in order to explain to him, as follows, the Italian standpoint 
regarding the questions raised earlier: 

1. Guarantee of the Rumanian frontiers. 
Italy could not have acted differently if peace was to be maintained 

in the Balkans. Italy had believed that the Soviet claims were satis­
fied after the taking possession of Bessarabia and that therefore the 
guarantee did not violate Soviet interests. Molotov had replied that 
the way the Rumanian guarantee was handled was still not satisfac­
tory. At the conclusion of the Tripartite Pact Soviet interests had 
been taken into account by a special clause. He did not understand 
why that had not also been done in the guarantee of the Rumanian 
frontiers. Still, the Italian attitude was "clear and understandable." 

2. Uaritime Danube. 
The Ambassador had stated that Germany, Italy, and Rumania 

sought a solution that would satisfy everyone. Molotov replied that 
he hoped the Italian representatives would in the future not support 
the Rumanian standpoint one-sidedly, but would also take account 
of the Soviet Union's new position on the Danube. The imminent 
negotiations in Bucharest would give an opportunity of proving 
Italy's good will. 

3. Straits. 
The conversation on this point lasted an hour. The question at 

present evidently concerned the Soviet Government to an extraordi­
nary degree. 

The Ambassador had stated that Italy recognized the Soviet 
Union's particular interests in the Straits, and was willing to co­
operate in a change in the Montreux Convention on the basis that 
only warships of the states bordering the Black Sea would be per­
mitted passage. This signified a change in the Italian policy which 
in the past had upheld the principle of total closing of the Straits 
for all warships. Molotov had replied that the Italian position was 
significant and of great interest to the Soviet Union. Molotov had 
then asked whether the Italian Government knew how the Turkish 
Government would regard such a solution. The Ambassador had re­
plied that he had no information about this, but it seemed to him 
that in the first place agreement ought to be reached between Ger­
many, Italy, and the Soviet Government and then afterwards one 
should negotiate with the Turkish Government. 

Molotov had then spoken lengthily about the threatened entry of 
German troops into Bulgaria; he had stated that the Soviet Govern­
ment was not entirely certain, to be sure, but was firmly convinced 
that in this case Turkey would be drawn into the war whether she 
wanted to or not. It would be simply unavoidable. The danger of 
an occupation of the Straits by England would then be great. Even 

461889--00-84 

r 
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now the English had a submarine and air base on the island of 
Lemnos, that is, before the gates of the Straits. Molotov had asked 
the .Ambassador to find out and let him know what position Italy 
would take if Turkey should really enter the war. 

SCHULENBURG 

No. 728 
136/74630-31 

The Amba8Bado'l' in Spain to the Fo'l'eignMiniBtry 

Telegram 

MOST tfRGENT 

No. 331 of January 29 

Secret for officer in charge. 
For the Foreign Minister. 

MADRID, January 29, 1941. 
Received J anuacy 29-8: 25 p.m. 

With reference to your telegram No. 204 -of January 28.1 

Re 1). With Sunday's telegram No. 286 2 I announced that I 
would transmit to Berlin with all feasible speed the Spanish reply, 
which had just been given to me in writing, in order perhaps to 
make possible "supplementary instructions" before the reception by 
Franco which had been set for Monday at 12: 00. o'clock. The intro­
ductory words of my telegram No. 303 of Monday 8 (in which Ire­
ported on the reception) referred to this telegram in saying that in 
the meantime I had received no further instructions. 

Re 2). As instructed, I have read both messages exactly word for 
word to Franco. 

Re 3). I did not believe that I should avoid discussing with Franco 
the substance of his reply; I repeatedly tried-as in the previous 
conversation (telegram No. 254 of January 23 ')-to bring Franco 

_ back :(rom digressive points of departure to the main point of Span-
ish entry in the war. . 

Franco's proposal regarding a conference of economic experts was 
not made by him for the first time in the, conversation with me, but 
was already contained in the written reply to the message which was 
given to me (telegram No. 287 6

). -

As for the question of military experts, Franco referred to the 
corresponding request previously made in November ( cf. telegram No. 
4078 of November 29 6). The name of Field Marshal Keitel was 

1 Document No. 725. 
• See document No. 707, footnote 2. 
• Document No. 718. 
•Document No. 695. 
6 Document No. 707 • 

. "Document No. 420. 
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merely tossed into the discussion by Franco without any sort of 
occasion being given for it by me. · 

The assertion that Germany on her part had failed to fulfill the 
necessary conditions for entry into the war was contained in Franco's 
message of reply; it was not repeated in the last conversation. · 

From the messages which I delivered most exactly, and from my 
stressing this point repeatedly, Franco must have recognized unmis· 
ta.kably that we expected an immediate entry into the war by Spain, 
and that only such entry had strategic value for us. 

In oral statements in reply to the question whether he was ready 
for immediate entry into the war, Franco has not answered any more 
precisely than in the written reply given to me. In his reply he has 
brought forward so many reasons and objections against immediate 
entry into the war, that one can regard this as a rejection of immedi· 
ate entry into the war; perhaps, however, it is merely to be regarded 
as the attempt to gain as much time as possible and to obtain from 
us quick economic help, while being in principle ready to enter the 
war. . 

Whether therefore the reply given so far by Franco means a clear 
and final rejection may depend primarily on the question of what is 
understood by immediate entry into the war-that is, what is the 
latest date envisaged by us for Spain's entry into the war. 

STOHRER 

No. 729 
'1'815/E56686Z....S3 ' 

The Foreign Mini8t1'1J to the BpeciaZ Representative in Oharge of 
E eonomic Questions 1 

BERLIN, January 17, 1941. 
Sent January 29. 

e. o. Ha. Pol. IVb 516. 
The increasingly close integration of the economies of the states of 

southeastern Europe with Germany and the fact that economic prot. 
lems which concern simultaneously several southeastern European 
states are arising with increasing frequency require comprehensive 
reporting on such economic questions as are of interest to several 
southeastern European states or to the entire economy of southeastern 
Europe. 

1 Unsigned marginal notes: 
"To be submitted to the Foreign Minister for his approval prior to dispatch." 
"The Foreign Minister has already given orally his approval of such an 

assignment for Herr Neubacher (information from Minister Schroeder)." 
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I direct you therefore to report in the future not only about the 
Rumanian economy and the commercial relations between Germany 
and Rumania, but also about all questions which are of interest to 
the southeastern European economy as a whole. In that connection, 
please give attention also to the mutual economic relations of these 
states and take particular note of the problems connected with the 
economic reorganization of Europe. 

You are authorized, subject to prior approval of the Foreign :Min­
istry, and in concurrence with the German .Minister in Bucharest, 
to travel to the other southeastern European countries in order to 
get information. 

This assignment covers Slovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Rumania, 
and Bulgaria. 2 

(State Secretary's signature in the clear copy) 

2 Copies of this Instruction were sent to the Legations in Yugoslavia and 
Dtllgaria on Jan. 31, to the Legations in Rumania, Slovakia, and H'Qllg8.l',)" on 
Feb. 2 for purposes of information. 

Acknowledging this Instruction in a dispatch of Feb.18, Neubacher requested 
authorization for making a journey to Budapest, Brati&lava, and Belgrade in 
the near future (7815/E566865). Such authfrrization was given by Wiehl in 
telegram No. 764 of Mar. 22 to Bucharest (7815/E566869). See, further, voL XII 
of this series. 

No. 730 
1316/Sill0771 

Minlute by an Official, of the Foreign Minister's Person.al. Staff 

To the Adjutantur of the Foreign Minister 
Attention: Baron v. Steengracht 

BERLIN, January 29, 1941. 

In accordance 'With instructions, I submitted to the Fiihrer the 
letter of J a.nuary 20, 1941, :from Greg(>ric of V reme to Minister 
Schmidt.1 After reading the letter the Fiihrer agreed to have Cvet-­
kovic invited. The Fiihrer has not yet mentioned a date, but he 
thought it would be better to receive him at the Berghof ;rather than 
in Berlin. 

I myself assume that the FUhrer will be again at the Berghof after 
February 6 or 1.- In any case, the FUhrer wishes to receive Cvetkovic 
personally •2 

1 Document No. 708, enclosure. 
ll For the sequel, see voL XII of this series. 
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No. 731 
2281/481061-66 

The EmbCl8sy in Italy to the F 01'eign M mistry 

SECRET 

No.23 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

RoME, January 29, 1941. 

Subject: Political evaluation of the dispatch of all the leading Cabinet 
ministers to the fronts. 

The further deterioration in Italy's military situation which has 
occurred in recent weeks in the African theaters of war, the absence 
of victories in Albania, and the consequently increasing criticism of 
the political and military leaders in all circles of the Italian popula­
tion, as well as the defective organization of the war economy within 
the country, have impelled the Duce to attempt, by means of a meas­
ure as radical as it is unusual, to exert a calming influence on the 
temper of the people. He decided all at once to send to the front 
as ordinary officers his most important political colleagues, among 
them a number of Cabinet ministers. Since the start of the new year 
Propaganda Minister Pavolini, Corporation Minister Ricci, and his 
State Secretary, Cianetti, Foreign Minister Count Ciano, Education 
Minister Bottai, Labor Minister Gorla, and the well-known journalist 
and former party secretary, Farinacci, who is on the left wing of the 
fascist party, have in that order gone to the combat troops. It is 
assumed as certain that Minister of Justice Grandi will follow in 
the near future. Each time after departure of one of the men men­
tioned there appeared a short notice of it in the newspaper. 

There must be weighty reasons that impelled the Duce in a moment 
so critical for Italian history to part from most of his Cabinet min­
isters in this way. Although at first one had the impression that the 
one or the other of those mentioned had volunteered for the front, 
it has become absolutely certain in the meantime that it was the Duce 
personally who issued the order for this, and that political reasons 
were paramount for him in doing so. Nominally the ministers are to 
retain their posts and will for the time being be represented by their 
usual deputies. Only in the Propaganda Ministry was a new Under 
State Secretary, Signor Polverelli, appointed, who significantly has 
established himself in the room of his minister. It seems doubtful, 
as already stated in the case of Minister Ricci in report No. 22 of 
January 24, 1941,t whether Signor Pavolini will ever return to his 
post. As regards the other men mentioned no clear picture can be 
gained about this as yet. 

1 Not found. 
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The Duce's decision can only be explained on the grounds that he 
did .p.ot want to undertake an actual Cabinet change at the present 
moment but believed he was confronted with the necessity of remov­
ing a number of his most important ministers from the firing line 
of public criticism and of finding a form most honorable :for them 
by sending them to the :front. Whether the Duce's hope of silencing 
in this way the present criticism-which predominantly is directed 
precisely against some of these very men-will be fulfilled remains 
:for the time being to be seen. According to the observations I have 
made so far the path which he has taken is arousing more criticism 
than satisfaction, it being pointed out on the one hand what d.ifficul­
ties are involved in leaving the most important ministries unoccupied 
in such grave times, and on the other hand there are strong doubts 
about whether the men mentioned are actually being employed at 
the front as ordinary officers, as intended. In the latter respect, 
however, the Duce is supposed already to have taken drastic steps. 
I have .heard, for example, that upon learning that Corporation :Min­
ister Ricci was greeted at the station by a section of motorcycles 
when he arrived at his regiment, the Duce criticized this sharply and 
instructed the military authorities to treat the ministers simply in 
accordance with their military rank. 

As far as Foreign :Minister Count Ciano is concerned, I have al­
ready reported. elsewhere that I gained the impression on the oc­
casion of his departure at the station when he was leaving Rome the 
night of January 26 that he was psychologically very much de­
pressed.2 I had already gained the same impression 2 days earlier 
when I attended a little farewell dinner which Princess Colonna,3 

who belongs to his intimate circle of friends, gave for him. He was 
depressed, looked bad, and the jollity which he usually exhibits at 
such occasions was entirely lacking. During the table conversation, 
remarks which he iet fall about two persons made a special impres­
sion on me. When the talk turned to Count Volpi, the former l!fin­
ister of Finance and well-known big industrialist, Count Ciano stated 
with strong emphasis: "I was wrong about this man." Count Volpi 
was an outstanding patriot, a great expert in his area, and a man of 
very high character. Count Ciano repeated this opinion two or 
three times in the course of the conversation, which is all the more 
conspicuous since in the past he very unequivocally rejected Count 
Volpi and wanted to have nothing to do with him. Furthermore 

• This was reported by Mackensen in telegram No. 170 of Jan. 27 (B13/­
B001372-73). 

1 Isabella Colonna, wife of Prince Fiero Colonna, Governor of Rome. 
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it was noteworthy with what warmth he expressed himself concern­
ing the outstanding political wisdom of Signor Attolico, th~ former 
Italian Ambassador in Berlin and present Ambassador at the Vatican. 
These statements are all the more remarkable· since both men make 
no secret of their grave concern about Italy's present situation; es­
pecially regarding the latter it is known to me that even today he 
maintains the thesis that, because of deficient military preparation 
in every area Italy's entry into the war was a grave mistake. 

It is idle to speculate whether these remarks should be interpreted 
to mean that Count Ciano has the impression that in the future the 
Duce wants to fall back on professional ministers instead of purely 
party ministers, and is therefore trying to line up with these circles 
in time. For the present it is only certain that, as is clearly evident 
apropos of the dispatch of a delegation to the funeral of Count 
Csaky, the Duce does not intend to let his son-in-law play the double 
role of Foreign :Minister and front officer. It is not yet certain 
whether the Duce intends to include Count Ciano in case the confer­
ence with the Spanish politicians should come about. As usual here­
tofore, Count Ciano is being represented for the time being by his 
Ohef de Oa:binet, Signor Anfuso, and the rumors that the Duce intends 
to appoint a new state secretary or under state secretary in the For­
eign Ministry have so far not been confirmed. In a conversation 
today Signor Anfuso also expressed the view that the establishment 
of such a position in the Foreign Ministry was not contemplated, and 
he stressed emphatically at this opportunity that the Duce had sent 
Count Ciano, whom he continued to value very highly as in the past, 
to the front only in his own interest. 

The practical outcome of the above-described measures of the Duce, 
by means of which he has now to an increasing degree taken into his 
own hands the entire responsibility for directing the state, remains to 
be seen. As already stated, they represent an attempt to frustrate 
the sharp criticism which is being leveled against the Government 
in all circles in the country, especially, too, within the fascist party. 
It would be wrong not to be conscious of the gravity of Italy's do­
mestic political situation and to want to ignore the criticism which 
does not even stop at the person of the Duce. Nevertheless I am 
of the opinion that his position is untouched, and will remain so if 
there is no further deterioration of the domestic and international 
position of the country. 

The Ambassador has know ledge of this report. 
By order: 
BISMARCK 
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No. 732 
4640/E209244-46 

']'he .Am:bassador in Japan to the Foreign Ministry 

Pol 2 No. 26a. ToKYo, January 29, 1941. 
Pol VITI 786 g. 

Subject: Secret agreement between Japan and France concer.niDg 
Indochina, of AUz:,O"USt 30, 1940. 

With reference to my preceding report K o. 130 of January 28.1 

The Japanese Foreign Minister, requesting strictly confidential 
handling, gave me on January 27, 1941, the text of the secret e:x­
ch~ue of notes between the Japanese and French Governments on 
AUz:,O"USt 30, 1940, in which the French Government recognizes Japan's 
paramount economic and political interests in the Far East and gives 
its consent in principle to the entry of Japanese troops into Indochina. 
subject to specific conditions.2 What is involved is a. note of the 
French Ambassador here to the Japanese Foreign Minister and a. 
reply of the Japanese Foreign Jl.finister, in the Japanese and French 
l~ouages, which were exchanged on August 30, 1940. The French 
texts of the two (J.ocuments are enclosed hereto for your information. s 

The French note opens with the statement that the French Gov­
ernment recognizes Japan's paramount economic and military in­
terests in the Far East. The French Government, for its part, the 
note continues, expects an assurance by the Japanese Government 
that Japan will respect the French rights and interests in the Far 
East and in particular the territorial integrity of Indochina. and 
France's sovereign rights over all parts of the Indochinese Union. 

In the economic :field France is prepared to enter at once into 
negotiations on ways and means: 

L To promote trade between Japan and Indochina; 
2. To assure Japan and her nationals of the most-favored position in 

Indochina. This position should in every instance have predominance 
over that of all other Powers. 

Concerning the "extraordinary military concessions" demanded-by 
Japan in Indochina., the French Government notes th.a.t they are 
required by the Japanese Government solely for the purpose of 
bringing to an end the conflict with Chiang Kai-shek, and that they 
are therefore limited in duration, are to expire with termination of 
the conflict and to apply only to the Indochinese province adjacent 

1 In this telegram (216!147657) Ott reported having been given the texts of 
the secret notes exchanged betweeit the French and J'apanese which are referred 
to in this document. 

1 See document No. 8. 
1 Not foqnd. 
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to China. Subject to these stipulations the French Gover:mnent is 
prepared to direct the French High Command in Indochina to ne­
gotiate about these military questions with the Japanese High Pom­
mand. None of the demands presented by the Japanese Government 
are ruled out a priori. The instructions issued to the French military 
authorities in Indochina contained no restriction of their powers in 
this respect. 

Following these statements of principle the French note also men­
tions several specific questions of a technical and financial nature, to 
which I shall [only] refer here. 

The Japanese Foreign Minister acknowledges in his reply the 
receipt of the French note, repeating it textually and makes the 
following statements: 

1. The Japanese Government intends to respect the rights and in­
terests of France in the Far East, and in particular the territorial 
integrity of Indochina and France's sovereign rights over all parts of 
the Indochinese Union; 

2. The Japanese Government accepts the proposals of the French 
Government and expects that the negotiations regarding fulfillment 
of the Japanese demands will be promptly opened and brought to a 
swift and satisfactory conclusion. . 

The exchange of notes in question is significant especially for two 
reasons, apart from the military agreements regarding entry of J ap­
anese troops into Indochina: For one thing, France as the first Euro­
pean State recognized Japan's hegemony in the Far East, even before 
conclusion of the Tripartite Pact. Furthermore, France expressed her 
willingness to negotiate about measures which are calculated to as­
sure to Japan a preferential economic po:;ition with respect to all 
other Powers in Indochina. 

On 

No. 733 
2119/461763-64 

The Ambassador in the Soviet Union to the Foreign Ministry 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

A 283 

/ 

Moscow, January 29, 1941. 

With reference to your telegram of January 25, 1941, Multex No. 
37.1 

The procurement of information concerning the situation in Eng­
land, to which the attention of the Embassy is constantly directed, 

1 This circular, addressed to all Missions (2119/461768-70), expressed regret 
at the paucity of Information forwarded regarding the situation in England, 
urged greater efforts, and suggested ways and means for procuring political and 
military intelligence regarding El}gland. · 
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is extremely difficult, precisely jn Moscow, as a result of special 
conditions. There are no longer any travelers en route from Eng­
land to the Far East, since the route from England to the Far East 
via the Soviet Union is practically no longer in use. The channel for 
obtaining news from Soviet citizens returning from England-en­
gineers, recalled officials, diplomats-cannot be used by the Embassy, 
for intercourse of Soviet citizens with Foreign Missions is confined 
to an extreme minimum. The members of the :People's Commissariat 
for Foreign Affairs are, moreover, so reserved in their communications 
that this possibility, too, of obtaining information may be regarded 
as zero. This reserve on the part of the members of the Foreign 
Commissariat has, incidentally, the advantage, on the other hand, 
that complete secrecy concerning possible German communications 
may be expected with respect to the enemy's intelligence service: I 
applied to Chairman Molotov on one occasion with a similar request, 
but M. Molotov has, unfortunately, not reverted to it. A similar 
suggestion made to the then First Deputy Foreign Commissar was 
disregarded. 

The only channel remaining open, therefore, for the procurement 
of information is that of the Diplomatic Missions here of the coun­
tries, America, Greece, China, etc., that are on good terms with Eng­
land. This possibility is being exploited by me and the members 
of the Embassy as much as possible. To be sure, all information that 
can be obtained in this way must be regarded as having a propagan­
distic tinge. Furthermore, information regarding developments 
which are of interest to us is not always present, nor do we always 
encounter a communicative spirit on the part of the pertinent 
informants. The latter particularly requires an effort through per­
sonal cultivation that is not to be underestimated. 

I shall instruct the heads of the Consulates who are-under me in 
Leningrad, Batum, and Vladivostok, orally at a suitable opportunity. 

CoUNT VON DER SCHULENBURG 

No. 734 
5160/E303751 

The F OTeign M inilltry to the Legation in Finland 

Telegram 

Multex No. 43 of January 29 BERLIN, January 30,1941-1:25 p.m. 
·Received January 30-2: 33 p.m. 

_ _ A ,single case leads us to consider that propagandistic exploitation 
of speeches and utterances of prominent Americans who oppose war­
mongering may be practiced only with extreme caution. Such utter­
ances, as for- example in the case of Lindbergh, must not in any case 
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be incorporated in the propaganda bulletin and distributed by the 
Mission because it is to be feared that the isolationist spokeSmen will 
be compromised with the American public as a result o£ this. 

STAHLECKER 

[EDITORS' NOTE. At the end of January General Erik Heinrichs, 
Chief of Staff of the Finnish Army, visited Berlin and had some dis­
cussions about possible Finnish cooperation with Germany in case 
of a Russo-German conllict. The Halder Diary has these notations 
for January 30: 

"1 : 00 p. m.-Luncheon with General Heinrichs, Finnish Chief of 
the General Staff .••• 

"4: 30 p. m.-Discussion with General Heinrichs: Nine days until 
war strength at the frontier. Quiet mobilization, but not unobtrusive. 
Direction of attack, both sides of Lake Ladoga; five divisions to the 
south, three divisions to the north of Lake Ladoga." 

According to the testimony of Erich Buschenhagen at Nuremberg, 
he had been summoned to Berlin at the end of December 1940 in his 
capacity of Chief of Staff of the German Army in Norway. He 
had learned of the FUhrer's Directive 21, Plan Barbarossa; that forces 
drawn from the German Army in Norway would take part in the 
operation; that these were expected to cooperate with Finnish troops 
in the attack against Russia. He also had heard a lecture by Gen­
eral Heinrichs on Russian methods of fighting. Field Marshal Frie­
drich Paulus also testified that General Heinrichs visited QKH. in 
December 1940. See Trial, of the Major War Criminals, volume Vll, 
pages 258, 309-310.] ·· 

No. 735 
174/136538-41 

The Ambassador in Japan to the Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

MOST URGENT ToKYO, January 31, 1941-5:40 a.m. 
No.146 of January 31 Received January 31-5:05 p.m. 

For the Foreign :Minister. 
The sharper attitude of the American Government has heightened 

the political tension in Japan considerably and has brought conllict 
with America doser. 

The unity of government and people in support of the Tripartite 
Pact has been unmistakably proved in the deliberations in the Diet; 
also economic circles are decreasing their resistance. 
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The Government is trying to scare America from entering the war 
by a threatening attitude, armament measures, and sharp speeches 
in the Parliament and press. 

In contrast to this, activistic circles demand a preventive attack 
on Singapore as the key position in the Western Pacific. They ex­
pect by a surprise action to deprive America of the possibility of 
military warfare in the Pacific or to render it difficult. This minor­
ity group 'is under the leadership of Admiral Suetsugu and Ambas­
sador Shiratori, and has the support of the young officers corps and 
some high leaders of the Army and Navy. 

In 2 days' study with the Attaches of the armed forces, and with 
the political and economic experts of the Embassy, I examined in 
detail the prospects of an attack on Singapore with the following 
results: 

1. Chances of success of an attack against Singapore, in which 
case, however, Japan for the first time will encounter a European 
opponent of full quality, are favorable; it will have to be carried out 
in stages by occupation of Saigon and landing on the Malay Peninsula. 
At present British forces of any kind are far inferior to available 
Japanese offensive forces and cannot be increased decisively in a 
short time. The same holds true for addition of American forces 
of theW estern Pacific, in case America automatically renders military 
support. The Japanese Navy does not expect a full commitment of 
the American Pacific fleet. It could easily be detected on the overly 
long approach from Hawaii and would be endangered to the point of 
a.nnihilation. 

2. As consequences of the capture of Singapore, Japan can expect: 

a. Achievement· of the claim for leadership in the Greater East 
Asian sphere. The Netherlands Indies would no longer be able to 
resist Japanese press!ll'e. 

b. Rapid conclusion of the China conflict. Chiang Kai·shek's posi­
tion would be much weakened by Japan's gain of prestige and the 
breakdown of supplies. 

c. Acquisition of raw materials necessary for the war economy. 
However, Japan's well-known wasteful exploitation would limit 
planned production for a long time. -

d. Lessening of internal political pressure by taking action at last. 

As against these advantages stand the disadvantages of a continual 
state of war with England and the probable consequent entrance of 
America into the war. Both states will carry on mostly economic 
warfare which Japan can face with approximately 1 year's war 
supplies. 

In summary, the advantages :for Japan prevail if the war does not 
last longer than 1 year. Thus there are chances for the idea of a 
Japanese preventive attack to prevail also in soberly calculating 
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business circles. Historical experience teaches, however, that Japan · 
will choose as a moment for action least (one group garbled}, that is, 
she, therefore, will try to await the German attack on England which 
will seek the decision. 

3. View from the German-Italian standpoint: All advantages enu­
merated above strengthen the Japanese partner in the Pacific area and 
are, therefore, indirectly in our interest. TheN ether lands Indies will 
hardly be able to maintain their independence in the course of the 
war, and are endangered by the grasp of Japan or America. The 
Japanese invasion to be mentioned would, therefore, be the lesser 
evil. 

Especially advantageous would be a Japanese pressure from Singa­
pore on the Indian Ocean and India, the main British supply area 
to Africa and the Mediterranean Sea, especially from Australia and 
New Zealand. The development of the Italian war situation has 
raised the imp'ortance of Singapore extraordinarily. The main dis­
advantage lies in an extension of the war, contrary to our efforts so 
far, by the nearly certain entry of America into the war, which can­
not permit Japan's preponderant position in the Pacific. The new 
theater of war in the Pacific would be largely removed from our in­
fluence and would complicate a conclusion of peace. 

Furthermore Japan would drop out with respect to transit trade 
from and to Germany because she herself needs raw materials and 
"would no longer be capable of forwarding to overseas countries. 

Whether Russia's attitude would be unfavorably influenced, cannot 
be judged from here. 
If it is a question of concentrating all forces for a decisive blow 

against England, this attack on Singapore can be useful. The Japa­
nese Government will, in view of the increasing pressure of the 
minority group, be guided largely by Germany's plans and will have 
to be influenced accordingly. The role of intermediary between 
Thailand and Indochina gives Japan (one group garbled) possibility 
to establish herself in Saigon and militarily as guarantor of peace, 
as the first politically unobjectionable step toward the action against 
Singapore. In case the. Japanese Government and political circleS 
are to be influenced in the sense of the preventive action against 
Singapore, I should like to ask for instructions. 

O'IT 
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No. 736 
-

221/149075 

The EmlJassy in Pam to the Foreign Minist'l"!f 

Telegram 

MOST URGENT PARIS, January 31, 1941. 
No. 360 of January 31 Received January 31-11:30 p.m. 

For the Foreign Minister. 
Brinon informs me that there was a meeting of the directorate in 

Vichy attended by Peyrouton and Bouthillier, in which there was a. 
violent argument between Darlan and Huntziger on the one hand and 
Peyrouton, Bouthillier, and Flandin on the other. The civilian :minis­
ters had opposed a return of Laval to the Government on the grounds 
that this was capitulation. Darlan and Huntziger had demanded 
the immediate reappointment of Laval to the Government, as they 
could otherwise not assume any responsibility for the further develop­
ment of the situation. Huntziger is said to have stated in addition, 
that so far he had never taken a position regarding political events, 
not even regarding those of December 13; since, however, the fate of 
France required Laval's return, he was abandoning this restraint today 
and in so doing was also speaking in the name of the .Army.1 

According to information from Baudouin, Petain is supposedly re­
solved at the moment to entrust to Laval the chairmanship of the 
directorate and the Foreign Ministry. 

Darlan inquires every day at the EmbasSy through the office of the 
Delegate General whether he could not come to Paris and bring to 
Laval proposals for his return to the Government.' -

In case Laval receives proposals of the Vichy Government I have 
advised him in order to gain time and to exclude any possibility of a 
compromise settlement, to demand as a minimum requirement the 
posts of Foreign Minister, Minister of Interior, and of Premier in a 
Cabinet purged of the former civilian elements. 

ABETZ 

1 At the trial of de Brinon it was established that he had reported to Peta:in 
on Jan. 30 about haviug been told by Abetz the following in a conversation of 
Jan. 29: 

"I had occasion to state to Admiral Darlan on Dec. 15 that the events of Dec. 
13 constituted an offense against the Fiihrer and a crime against the future of 
France. After three conversations with the Fiihrer, I am bound to say today 
that this point of view is out of date [depaase]. The Fiihrer has waited more 
than a month for the French Government to realize and correct its mistakes of 
its own accord. Nothing useful has been done." See Les Proces de Collabora­
tion, Fernand de Brinon, Joseph Damand, JeaA Luchaire, compte rendfl 
stenographique (Paris, 1948), p. 96. 

No record of such a conversation of Jan. 29 between Abetz and de Brinon has 
been found in German Foreign Ministry files. 

• For further developments regarding Dar Ian's trip to Paris and the question 
of Laval's return to the French Cabinet, see voL XII of this series. 
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No. 737 
Bl9/B003982--83 

The Ambtl8sador in the Soviet Union to the Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 209 of January 31 Moscow, January 31, 1941-6: 38 p. m. 
Received J anU:ary 31-11: 50 p.m. 

With reference to your telegram No.164 of January 27 1 and our 
telegrams No. 2571 of November 26 2 and No. 2308 of November 11.8 

I yesterday conveyed to Molotov the statements stipulated in tele­
graphic instruction No. 14 [164?], last paragraph. In this regard 
Molotov set forth as follows: 

The interest of the Soviet Government in the Petsamo region is 
not merely economic, but predominantly· political, as was in fact re· 
fleeted by the Soviet-Finnish treaties of 1920 and 1940. In the view 
of the Soviet Government, in which it believes it is of one mind with 
Germany, an English concession was completely out of place in the 
Petsamo region. The Soviet Government wants to conClude an agree­
ment with Finland, which will take account of its economic interests 
and without in any way wanting to restrict pertinent German in· 
terests. The Soviet Government is prepared immediately to assume 
contractual obligations toward Germany whereby Germany would as 
of now and for the entire duration of the war receive 60 percent of · 
the nickel production of Petsamo. What was to develop after the 
war could be settled either now or later on. The Soviet Government 
believed that the German share could be reduced to 50 percent after 
the war. Germany had not the least cause for fearing any encroach· 
ment upon her interest in the nickel ore deliveries. The Finnish 
Government has now come to understand that it is absolutely neces­
sary to reach an agreement. The Soviet Government holds that an 
agreement cannot be postponed. 

To my repeated and emphatic observations that the German-Finnish 
agreements regarding the delivery of nickel and nickel ores to Ger­
many would have to be fully recognized by the Soviet Government 
and the prospective concessionaire company, Molotov merely repeated 
his statement that the Soviet Government had no intention of en~ 
croaching upon German interests. When I brought out that we 
had entered our demands with the Finnish Government and made 
the appropriate arrangements at a very unfavorable moment prior 
to the time when the Soviet Government had indicated its interest 

1 See document No. 717, footnote 4. 
1 Document No. 405. 
• Not printed (Bl9/B003829-30). 
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in the nickel mines, Molotov intimated that to his knowledge the 
German-Finnish agreements were not concluded until1940. 

Molotov closed his remarks with the request that the German 
Government should signify its positive desire to come to an under­
standing with the Soviet Government on this issue. The Soviet Gov­
ernment itself was prepared to enter into such an understanding and 
believed that it would be in the mutual interest. 

I have the impression that the possibility exists of securing in 
friendly fashion our interests with respect to the delivery of nickel 
by an appropriate contractual agreement with the Soviet Govern­
ment, all the more so in view of the fact that in our experience the 
Soviet Government has always hitherto fulfilled its contractual 
obligations. 

ScHULENBURG 

No. 738 
839/281601-oS 

Directive of the High 0 ommand of the W ehrmacht 1 

Ffum.ER's IIEADQuARTERB, January 31, 1941. 
· High Command of the Wehrmacht 

WFSt/Abt L (I.Op.) No. 44071/41 g.K.Chefs. 

On the basis of new deb'"l.Sions by the Fiihrer 2 the following applies 
to the further preparation of Operation M arita: 

1. Intended start of attack against Greece: beginning of April. 
2. Entry into Bulgaria should be as late as is compatible with 

this date. 
Prerequisites for this entry are: 

a. Adequate air protection of Rumania while the major part of 
the Army antiaircraft units now employed there are replaced by the 
High Command of the Luftwaffe. 

b. Protection of Constanta from [attack by] sea at least by means 
of the first forces intended for this purpose (inclusion of the coastal 
batteries in the transport moves is urgent). 

o. Clearance for supplying the VII Air Corps in Bulgaria, is givan 
herewith and it is to be carried out with the greatest possible camou­
flage of the purpose (about 40 trains via Cerna voda). 

3. Clearance is given for preparations for the construction of bridges 
from Bulgaria. It is necessary that work start as late as possible 
(the Commander in Chief of the Army will soon set the date). 

1 This was sent to the High Command of the Army, of the Navy, and of the 
Luftwaffe, to the Chief of the Wehrmacht mission in Rumania, to various 
sections of the OKW, and to Ambassador Ritter. 

• A fuller record of the circumstances resulting in these decisions is to be found 
in Helmuth Greiner's draft of entries in the War Diary of the Wehrmacht 
Operations Sta:tf (Dec. 1, 1940-Mar. 24, 1941) for Jan. 29 and 81. 
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4. From the very start of these preparations on the southern bank, 
the forces stationed in the Dobruja must be ready if nece5sary to 
enter Bulgaria even before the main forces. 

In accordance with this, the Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe 
is to prepare the quick reinforcement of the antiaircraft and fighter 
defenses in Bulgaria (especially important: Varna as the harbor for 
oil imports). 

Code word for the corresponding decision by the Fiihrer: H eer­
strasse • 

.5. In the General Staff conversations the Bulgarians should be 
asked not to mobilize before the entry of the German troops. On the 
other hand, the air force units and all air defense forces are to be 
made ready for action beforehand in as camouflaged a form as possible. 

The arrival of the German coastal artillery for Varna and Burgas 
is to be ·accelerated in every way (Wehrmacht Transportation 
Chief!). 

6. In order to ensure that the theater of war is limited, the conclu­
sion of nonaggression pacts will be pursued between 1) Bulgaria­
Turkey and 2) Germany, 3) Bulgaria-Yugoslavia.• 

Yugoslav railroads will not be available at first for German trans­
ports (even of supplies). 

The High Commands are requested to furnish data for the new 
time schedule to be set up on the basis of these Fiihrer decisions. 

The Commander in Chief of the Army is requested to propose the 
time for the Danube crossing and to report regularly about the effects 
of the weather situation. 

The Ohief of the High Oo1TIITIUJ,nd 
of the W eh'I"1MJJht 

KEITEL 

'Marginal note: "? So far I did not know about Bulgaria-Yugoslavia. 
R[itter]." 
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Appendix I 
ORGANIZATION OF THE GERMAN FOREIGN MINISTRY 1 

AUGUST 1940 

THE REICH FoREIGN MINISTER 

von Ribbentrop 

(a) Secretariat: Minister Dr. Schmidt (Paul Otto) 
Senior Counselor Dr. Kordt (Erich) . 
Counselor Dr. von Sonnleithner 
Secretary of Legation Dr. Bruns 

For special assignments: Senior Counselor Bergmann 
(b) Personal Staff: Head: Senior Counselor Hewel 

, Counselor Dr. Baron Steengracht von Moyland 

Staff of the Foreign Minister: 
Head: Counselor Braun 
Counselor Gottfriedsen 
Secretary of Legation Schweimer 

For special assignments: 
Counselor Likus 
Consul General Stahmer 

THE STATE SECRETARY OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 

Freiherr von W eizsacker 

Secretariat: Counselor Dr. Siegfried 

THE HEAD OF TilE AusLANDSORGANISATION 

IN TilE FOREIGN MINISTRY 

State Secretary E. W. Bohle 

Attached: Secretary of Legation Dr. Gossmann 

STATE SECRETARY FOR SPECIAL DUTIES 

W. Keppler 

Attached: Minister Dr. Grobba 

1 This organization plan has been translated and condensed from a German 
Foreign Ministry organization circular of August 1940, filmed as serial293, frames 
183945, 183948-84. Similar tables for earlier periods are printed in the previous 
volumes of this series and of Series C. · 

1241 
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AMBASSADOR li'OB . SPECIAL DUTIES 

[Activities of the Foreign Ministry relating to economic warfare: general trade 
policy, economic warfare against the enemy and defense against economic war­
fare, blockades, contraband, blacklists, economic relations with neutrals, 
German property abroad and foreign property in territories controlled by 
Germany (1780/406615.)f 

Dr. Ritter a 

Attached: Minister Eisenlohr 
Minister Leitner 
Counselor Mackeben 

PROTOCOL DEPARTMENT 

Diplomatic Corps in Berlin, foreign consuls in the German Reich, audiences with 
the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor, ceremonial, state visits, decorations: _ 

Chief of Protocol: Minister Dr. Freiherr von Dornberg 
Deputy: Counselor Dr. von Halem 

DEPARTMENT FOB GERMAN INTERNAL AJ'J'AIBS (D) 

Director of Department: Minister Luther 

Personal Assistant: Secretary of Legation Buttner 

Party Section: 

DII 

DIII 

Business between the Foreign Min­
istry and the departments of the 
NSDAP. The Party Rally. 

Matters affecting the Reichsfiihrer 
SS, the Reicbssicherheitshauptamt, 
international police cooperation. 

Information ior Foreign Missions 
· about important internal political 

events. The Jewish question . 
. Racial policy. Flags and insignia. 
National hymns. National holi­
days, etc. 

Minister Luther 

Counselor Likus 

Secretary of Legation 
Rademacher 

PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT (PERS.) 

Director of Department: Ministerialdirektor Kriebel 

Deputy Director: Minister Schroeder 

Special duties: Minister Schroetter 

Director for Budget and Financial Affairs: Senior Counselor Dr. Schwager 

2 By a directive of Oct. 7 1940, Ribbentrop further assigned to Ambassador 
Ritter the handling in the Foreign Ministry of all military questions affec~ing 
foreign policy including those previously handled by Pol. I M. At the same tiiDe 
he was made 'immediately subordinate to the Foreign Minister or respectively to 
the State Secretary and personally responsible for keeping the Foreign Minister 
currently informed on questions of that nature (293/183950). 
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PoLITICAL DEPARTMENT (PoL.) 

Director of Department: Under State Secretary Dr. Woermann 
Deputy Director: Under State Secretary Habicht • 
Dirigent: Minister von Rintelen 
Pol. I M Military questions, armaments, na- Secretary of Legation 

Kramarz 
Pol. I Luft 

Pol. II 

Pol. III 

Pol. IV 

Pol. V 

Pol. VI 

Pol. VII 

Pol. VIII 

Pol. IX 

Pol. X 

Pol. XI 

tional defense: 
Aviation questions: 

Western Europe (Great Britain, Ire­
land, British possessions-unless 
dealt with elsewhere-France­
North Alrica, Morocco, Tunisia­
Belgium, Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Luxembourg): 

Spain, Portugal, Vatican: 

Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy 
(Ethiopia, Libya), Yugoslavia, Ru­
mania, Slovakia, Hungary: 

Eastern Europe (Poland, Soviet 
Union): 

Scandinavia and Baltic States (Den­
mark, Sweden, Norway, Iceland,­
Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithu., 
ania): 

Secretary of Legation 
Schultz-Sponholz 

Counselor Dr .. Auer 

Secretary of Legation 
Dr. Haidlen 

Senior Counselor Dr. 
Heinb'ilrg 

Senior Counselor 
Schliep 

Minister Dr. 
Grundherr · 

Dr. 

von 

Near and Middle East (Egypt, M- Secretary of Legation 
ghanistan, Arabia, Ceylon, Cyprus, / Dr. Melchers 
Palestine, Syria, Turkey, India, 
Iraq, Iran, Sudan): · 

East Asia and Australia (Japan, Jap- Secretary of Legation 
anese mandated territories, China, Dr. Knoll 
Manchukuo, Mongolia, French In-
dochina, Siam, Straits Settlements, 
Malay States, Netherlands East 
Indies, Philippines, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Sea territories): 

America (North, Central and South 
America): 

Alrica (except Morocco, Algeria, Tu­
nisia, Italian possessions, Egypt, 
Sudan), mandate and colonial ques­
tions: 

War guilt questions: 

Senior Counselor Frey­
tag 

Senior Counselor, Dr. 
Bielfeld 

Senior Counselor Dr. 
von Schmieden 

1 By a directive of the Foreign Minister of Nov. 21, 1939, Under State Secretary 
Habicht, in addition to his duties as Deputy Director of the Political Department, 
was attached to the Foreign Minister personally for special duties and in that 
capacity was assigned to the Foreign Minister's Secretariat. To insure coopera­
tion with the Ministry of Propaganda in the field of foreign propaganda the 
Information Department and the Radio Section of the Cultural Policy Depart­
ment were placed under Habicht's supervision (1780/406605). 

On Sept. 191 1940, upon Habicht's entry on military service, these latter func­
tions were ass1gned to Minister Luther (1780/406584). 
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Pol. XII 

l>ol. Grenz 

Peace questions: 

Frontier treaties and other technical 
questions concerning Reich frontiers 
which are the subject of negotiations 
with foreign governments: 

Secretary of Legation 
Count von Hohen· 
thai 

Senior Counselor Dr. 
Roediger (Conrad) 

EcoNoMic PoLICY DEPARTMENT (W) 

Director of Department: Ministerialdirektor Wiehl 
Deputy Director: Minister Dr. Clodius 
Liaison Officer with OKW (War Economy Staff): 

WFrie 

WI 

WII. 

Willa 

WIIIb 

Wille 

WIV 

wv 

Economic questions related to the 
armistice treaties and the negotia­
tion of the treaties of peace: 

General section for questions concern­
ing eConomics and finance. Com­
mercial and forestry attaches; Ger­
man customs law, technical prepa­
ration of commercial treaties: 

Western and Southern Europe (except 
Grea~ Britain and Italy): 

Belgium, including colonies and man­
dated territories; France, including 
colonies, protectorates, and man­
dated territories; Luxembourg; Neth­
erlands, including colonies: 

Switzerland; Portugal, including colo­
nies; Spain, including colonies: 

Southeast Europe (except Rumania): 
Protectorate, Slovakia: 

Hungary, Yugoslavia: 

Bulgaria, Greece: 
Italy, including colonies, Ethiopia and 

Albania; Rumania: 
Near and Middle East (Afghanistan, 

Egypt, Arabia, Cyprus, Iraq, Iran, 
Palestine, Transjordan, Sudan, Tur­
key, Yemen): 

Eastern Europe (Soviet Russia, Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, former Poland): 

Northern Europe (Denmark, Fin­
land, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, 
economic questions affecting the Ant­
arctic); whaling: 

Senior Counselor (un­
assigned) Dr. Du­
mont 

Senior Counselor (un­
assigned) Dr. Du­
mont 

Consul General Doehle 

Senior Counselor Sa­
bath 

Counselor Dr. Freiherr 
von Maltzan 

Counselor Schiiller 

Minister Moraht 
Senior Counselor Dr. 

Hudeczek 
Oberregierungsrat Dr. 

Miiller 
Counselor Dr. Busse 
Counselor Dr. Junker 

Counselor Dr. Ripken 

Minister Dr. Schnurre 

Counselor Dr. van 
Scherpenberg 



WVI 

W VII 

W VIlla 

W VIIIb 

W IX 

wx 

WXI 

W XII 

APPENDlX I 

Great Britain, British Dominions (ex· 
cept Canada), and British colonies. 
General questions of commercial and 
economic warfare: 

East Asia (China, Hong Kong, Japan, 
Manchukuo, Philippines, Siam, 
South Sea territories): 

North America (Canada, United 
States, Mexico), Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Haiti; also Liberia: 

South and Central America (Argen­
tina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colom­
bia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guate­
mala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Pan. 
ama, Paraguay, Peru, El Salvador, 
Uruguay, Venezuela): 

Shipping (including care of crews and 
passengers of German ships in 
neutral countries): 

Reich Office for Foreign Trade (eco­
nomic news and information service; 
chambers of commerce abroad): 

Raw materials, war industry, liaison 
for control for war economy of Ger· 
man ships in neutral ports: 

Transport (except matters relating to 
deliveries): 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT (R) 

Director of Department: Under State Secretary Dr. Gaus 
Deputy Director: Senior Counselor Dr. Albrecht 
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Senior Counselor 
Ruter 

Senior Counselor Dr. 
Voss 

Senior Counselor Dr. 
Davidsen 

Secretary of Legation 
Dr. Pamperrien 

Senior Counselor Dr. 
Bleyert 

Senior Comiselor Dr. 
Wingen 

Senior Counselor Dr. 
Bisse 

Minister Dr. Marti us 

CuLTURAL PoLICY DEP.Al'I.TMENT (KULT.) 

Director of Department: Minister Dr. von Twardowski 
Deputy Director: Senior Counselor RUhle 

Attached to the Director of the Department 
for Special Assignments: 

Consul General Dr. Noldeke 

NEws SERVICE AND ~REss DEP.Al'I.TMENT (P) 

Acting Director: Senior. Counselor Dr. Schmidt (Paul K.) 
Deputy Director: Minister Braun von Stumm 

INFORMA~ON DEPABTMENT 

Director of Department: Minister Dr. Altenburg 
Deputy Director: Counselor Dr. Rahn 



Appendix II 
LIST OF GERMAN FILES USED 

The following table identUies the German :file from which each document has 
been derived. The documents of the Foreign .Ministry were bound into volumes 
by the~- .As documents in these volumes have been microfilmed, each 
:film of a file bas been identified by a :film serial number, wbile each page of the 
documents bas been identified by 'a frame number stamped on the original at 
the time of filming. The documents published in this collection are identified 
by the :film serial number and frame numbers in the upper left-hand corner of 
each document. By reference to the following table of film serial numbers the 
location in the German Foreign Ministry or other Archives of the copy of the 
document used in this publication may be determined. In some few cases sepa· 
rate files, usually on closely related topics, have been filmed consecntively under 
a single serial number; these are marked by an asterisk (•). A number of 
serials are· given as supplementary to earlier ones: these are cases where re­
examination of the file indicated that additional filming might be useful to 
scholars, or where in the process of editing for publication the editors wished 

· to provide a film record of documents of lesser importance to which references 
appeared in the documents selected. 

Film Serial 
Numbers Tille of FlU 

19 State Secretary: United States. 
34 State Secretary: Soviet Union. 

Under State Secretary: Soviet Union.* 
35 State Secretary: United States. 
36 Dienststene Ribbentrop: Russia (1940-194.1). 
41 Reich Foreign :Minister: Indian Freedom Fighter Bose. 
64 State Secretary: Uruguay, Ecuador, United States of America, BraziL* 
65 Reich Foreign "Minister: Iran. 

State Secretary: Iran.* 
66 Secret Files of Paul Schmidt. 
67 Secret Files of Paul Otto Schmidt. 
70 State Secretary: Syria. 
71 State Secretary: Arabia, Saudi Arabia. 
73 State Secretary: Hungary. 
77 State Secretary: Morocco. 
83 Reich Foreign Minister: Iraq. 

State Secretary: Iraq.* 
84 State Secretary: United States. 
91 State Secretary: Ireland. 

Under State Secretary: Ireland (Veesenmayer).* 
- 100 German Embassy in Italy: Mackensen's Papers. 

103 State Secretary: Ru.ssia. 
1M StateSecretary:Russia. 
111 State Secretary: Sino-Japanese War. 
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Title of File 
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•· 
116 Reich Foreign Minister: Africa, Albania, Danzig, Estonia, Croatia.* 
121 State Secretary: German-French Relations. 
124 State Secretary: Political Correspondence of. the State Secretary with 

Officials of the Foreign Service. 
129 State Secretary: Portugal. 
136 State Secretary: German-Spanish Relations. 
141 State Secretary: Belgium., 
171 German Embassy in the Soviet :Union: Political Relations of the Soviet 

Union with the Northern States. 
172 State Secretary: Rumania.. 
174 State Secretary: Japan. 
182 State Secretary: Rumania.. 
183 State Secretary: Switzerland. 
184 Pol. VIII: Political Relations between China. and Japan. • 
189 Economic Policy Department: Clodius Personal Files: Argentina. 
191 State Secretary: China.. 
201 State Secretary: Rumania. 
205 State Secretary: Sweden. 
216 State Secretary: Indochina. 
221 State Secretary: German-French Relations. 
230 State Secretary: Yugoslavia. 
233 State Secretary: Argentina. 
247 State Secretary: Denmark. 
265 State Secretary: Turkey. 
269b Head of the Auslandsorganisation: South Africa. 
271 Under State Secretary: Southeast. 
272 Under State Secretary: Waterways Commission, Military Mission in 

Rumania.* 
273a Political Department: Russia; Visit of Molotov to Berlin in Novem-

ber 1940. 
274 State Secretary: Bulgaria. 
285 German Embassy in the Soviet Union: Secret Political Papers. 
292 German Embassy in the Soviet Union: Secret Political File. 
293 Tables of Organization of the German Foreign Ministry, 1929-1940. · 
324 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Spain. 
359a. German Embassy in the Soviet Union: Lithuanian Territory._ 
365 State Secretary: Peace Negotiations with France. 
366 German Embassy in the Soviet Union:. Political Relations of the Soviet 

Union with Italy. 
368 _State Secretary: Peace Negotiations with France (September-Decem­

ber 1940). 
378 State Secretary: Peace Negotiations with France (January-June 1941). 
380 German Embassy in the Soviet Union: Political Relations of the Soviet 

Union with the Balkan States. 
407 Under State Secretary: Incidents in the relations of Lithuania, Latvia, 

and Estonia with the Soviet Union (November 1939-September 
1940). 

426 German Embassy in the Soviet Union: Military Affairs. 
449 State Secretary: Greece. 
471 D II: German-French Armistice Commission at Wiesbaden. 
490 State Secretary: The War (June-December 1940). 
492 German Embassy in S~ain: Internal Situation in Spain. 
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Film Serial 
Numbers Title of File 
499 German Embassy in Spain: Reports from Spanish Representatives 

Abroad. 
527 D II: America. 
534 State Secretary: Holy See. 
540 State Secretary: Africa. 
585 State Secretary: Bulgaria. 
587 Under State Secretary: France. 
612 Pol. VIa: Resettlement question in South Tirol. 
617 State Secretary: Afghanistan. 
647 State Secretary: Arabia, Syria, Iraq. 
675 Under State Secretary: Greece. 
711 Under State Secretary: Danube Question. 
756 · Legation Funds: New York Consulate General. 
792 Under State Secretary: Iraq. 
813 State Secretary: Memoranda on Diplomatic Visits. 
825 Special Section for Germany [Inland D II]: (Secret Papers) Ireland, 

Japan. 
826 Ambassador Ritter: Correspondence between Ciano and th1'l Grand 

Mufti and Other Documents. 
839 .Ambassador Ritter: Bulgaria. 
889 German Legation in Rumania: Miscellaneous. 
897 Information Department/Cultural Policy Department (Secret Papers): 

North America. 
941 Renthe-Fink: Personal Files; Clausen. 
945 Renthe-Fink: Personal Files; Danish Royal House. 

1001 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): German-French Armistice 
Commission-Economic Delegation. 

1002 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): German-French Armistice 
Commission-Economic Delegation. 

1004 Economic Polley Department (Wiehl): German-French Armistice 
Commission-Economic Delegation. 

1005 Ambassador Ritter: Ireland. 
1036 Special Section for Germany [Inland II]: (Secret Papers) Africa. 
1046 Under State Secretary: Bulgaria. 
1053 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Brazil. 
1085 Ministerialdirektor Ritter: Belgium. 
1126 Ambassador Ritter: Rumania. 
1139 Ambassador Ritter: German-Soviet Economic Agreement. 
1213 Pol. IV: Political Relations between Yugoslavia and Hungary. 
124 7 Etzdorf Memoranda. 
1316 Minister Paul K. Schmidt: Private Files. 
1379 German Embassy in the Soviet Union: Political Relations of the Soviet 

Union with Germany. 
1447 German Embassy in the Soviet Union: Secret Political File. 
1544 German Embassy in Belgium: Correspondence with the German 

Foreign Ministry. 
1621 Pol. IV: Political Relations between Rumania and the Soviet Union. 
1780 Tables of Organization of the German Foreign Ministry, 1922-1941. 
2001 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): America. 
2012 State Secretary: Rumania. · 
2032 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Italy. 
2074 Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Italy. 
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Film Serial 
Numbers Title of File 

2097 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Russia. 
2108 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Russia. 
2110 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Finland. 
2111 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Finland. 
2119 German Embassy in the Soviet Union: Secret Files; Miscellaneous. 
2133 Supplementary to 1492. 
2141 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): The Danube. 
2143 Luther Files: Correspondence A-C, 1940. 
2174 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Spain. 
2192 Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Rumania. 
2219 Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Russia. 
2226 Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Belgium. 
2235 Pol. II: Switzerland: Internal Politics, Parliament, Parties. 
2236 Under State Secretary: Greece. 
2274 Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Rumania (1940). 
2276 Political Department: Secret Papers-Slovakia. 
2281 German Embassy in Italy: Secret Papers. 
2296 Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Rumania .. (l941-1942). 
2316 Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Japan. · 
2361 German Embassy in Turkey: Secret Instructions, Reports, Telegrams, 

2366 
2401 
2422 
2549 
2862 
2871 
2931 
2934 
2943 
3056 
3485 
3567 
3569 
3579 
3697 
3699 
3710 
3783 
3784 
3882 
3941 
4040 
4041 
4055 
4079 
4246 
4359 
4364 
4378 
4382 
4416 

etc., Armament Industry. 
German Embassy in Italy: Secret Files. 
Under State Secretary: Security Zone. 
Pol. IX: Political Relations of the United States with Germany. 
Under State Secretary: Equatorial Africa. · 
Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Netherlands. 
Political Department: Treaties, 1936-1944. 
Pol. VIII: Political Relations between China and Japan. 
Cultural Policy Department: Secret Files. 
Pol. VI: lland Islands. 
Secret Situation Reports on England (December 194Q-March 1941). 
German Embassy in France: Secret Political Papers. 
Pol. IV: Political Relations between Yugoslavia and Hungary. 
Pol. IV: Yugoslavia; Internal Politics, Parliament, Parties. 
Special Section for Germany [Inland II]: Top Secret Papers. 
German Embal!sy in France: Secret Files; Armistice Commission. 
German Embassy in France: Secret Files; The French Government. 
German Legation in Rumania: Secret Files; Military Affairs. 
Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Russia. 
Supplementary to 2108. 
Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Spain. 
Supplementary to 2141. 
Pol. VIII: French Indochina. 
Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Holland. 
Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Belgium. 
Pol. VIII: Tripartite Pact. 
German Embassy in France: Spain. 
Supplementary to 2205. 
Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Portugal. 
Supplementary to 368. 
Supplementary to 1242, 1255, and 1288. 
Economic Policy Depax:t,ment (Wiehl): Finland. 
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Film Serial 
NumberB Title of File 

4420 Supplementary to 2001 and 2030. 
4450· Economic Policy Department: Treaties; France and Belgium. 
4465 Aussenpolitisches Amt: Norway. 
4466 Aussenpolitisches Amt: Norway, 
4469 Aussenpolitisches Amt: Norway. 
4489 Cultural Policy Department: Secret Files; North America. 
4542 , Economic Policy Department (Wiehl): Bulgaria. 
4545 Supplementary to 2110 and 4416. 
4640 German Embassy in Italy: Secret Files; France and French Colonies. 
4656 Special Section for Germany [Inland II]: (Secret Papers) America •. 
4684 Supplementary to 154. 
4692 .Supplementary to 672. 
4972 Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Russia. 
5111 Supplementary to 1279 and 4127. 
5114 Supplementary to 1287 and 4125. 
5160 German Legation in Finland: Multex Telegrams. 
5896 Supplementary to 4807. 
6804 Reich Chancellery: Awards and Papers of Ossiet.zky. 
7815 Economic Policy-Department IVb: Rumania. 
8589 Navy Archives: OKW Directives. 
8745 Pol. VIII: French Indochina. 
9321 Special Section for Germany [Inland Il]: Secret Papers. 
9323 Supplementary to 2219 and 4462. 
9324 · Economic Policy Department V: Eastern Europe; Resettlement 

9393 

9860 
9874 
9919 
9923 
9936 

B13 
B14 
B15 
B19 

Cl09 

Lithuania, Post-resettlement Estonia and Latvia. 
Economic Policy Department: Treaties 2; USSR-Economic Agree.. 

ment of January 1941. 
Asservat 184: 20th Army; Top Secret Military. 
Supplementary to 2074. 
German Legation in Hungary: Incoming Multex Telegrams (1940). 
Pol. IX: United States; Political Relations with Germany. 
Drafts of entries by Helmuth Greiner in the War Diary of the Wehr· 

macht Operations Staff, 194Q-1941. 
State Secretary: Italian-German Relations. 
State Secretary: German-Italian Relations. 
State Secretary: German-English Relations. 
State Secretary: Finland. 
Letters to and from Professor Albrecht Haushofer (August-October 

1940) concerning Hess and his Flight to England. 
F1, F2, F3, F5, F6, F7, F8, F9, FlO, Fll, F12, F13, Fl4, F15, F16, F17, F!_8, 

F19, F20: German Foreign Ministry film of files of the Reich Foreign · 
Minister's Secretariat. (See the General Introduction to this series 

M179 
·M209 
M225 

M294 
M295 
M305 
M331 

which was published in vols. I-IV.) 
Supplementary to 8589. 
Supplementary to 2192 and 4859. 
Reich Chancellery: War; Nol'Way (supplementary to 2240, 3009, and 

4171). . 
German Armistice Commission, Wiesbaden. 
German Armistice Commission, Wiesbaden. 
Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Italy. 
Economic Policy Department (Clodius): Russia. 



Appendix m 
LIST OF PRINCIPAL PERSONS 1 

.Am:rz, Otto, Ambassador, Representative of the Foreign Ministry with the 
German Military Commander in France. 

AcHENBACH, Ernst, Counselor of Legation, German Embassy in Paris • 
.ALBA and BERWICK, Duke of, Jacobo, Spanish Ambassador in Great Britain. 
.A:LFIE&r, Dino, Italian Ambassador in Germany; member of the Fascist Grand 

Council. 
.A.l:.J::BE&T, Raphain, French Minister of Justice, July 12, 1940-January 28, 1941. 
ALTENBURG, Felix, Counselor of Embassy and Charge d' .AJiaires ad interim in 

the German Embassy in China. 
ALTENBURG, Gfinther, Minister, Director of the Information Department, German 

Foreign Ministry; head of the German delegation on the German-Italian 
commission of investigation in Transylvania, October 1940. 

A.HA.u, Eiji, Japanese Ambassador in Italy, September 1939-0ctober 1940. . 
ANDRic, Ivo, Yugoslav Minister in Germany • 
.A.N.roso, Filippo, Chef de Cabinet to Count Ciano, Italian Foreign Minister • 
.A.nom:scu, Ion, Rumanian General, Minister President from September . 4; 

Leader of the State from September 14, 1940; Minister of National Defense, 
September 14, 1940-January 21, 1941; Foreign Minister, January 21-June 
27,1941. 

.Alrrom:scu, Mihai, Rumanian Minister of Justice, September 14, 1940-January 
21, 1941; Minister of State attached to the Minister President's office from 
January 21,1941. 

ABA.NHA., Oswaldo, Brazilian Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
ABCBENBRENNEB, Heinrich, Colonel, German Luftwaffe Attache in the Soviet 

Union. 
ATTOLico, Bernardo, Italian Ambassador to the Holy See. 
BADOGLIO, Pietro, Marshal of Italy, Chief of the Armed Forces General Staff, 

1925-December 6, 1940. 
BABGEN, Werner von, Counselor of Embassy, Representative of the Foreign 

Ministry with the German Military Commander in Belgium and northern 
France. 

BAUDOUIN, Paul, French Minister of Foreign Affairs, June 16-0ctober 28, 194()t 
Minister of State and member of the Council of Ministers, October 28, 1940-
January 1941. 

BAUYE, Count Robert Renom de Ia, French Ambassador in Spain, June-Novem­
ber 1940; subsequently Ambassador in Switzerland. 

BEIGBEDER Y ATIENZA, Juan, Spanish Minister of Foreign Mairs, August 1939--
0ctober 16, 1940. 

BELOw, Carl von, Counselor of Legation at the German Legation in Sweden. 
BENE, Otto, German Consul General at Milan; Representative of the Foreign: 

Ministry with the Reich Commissar for the Occupied Netherlands. 

1 The biographical details given relate principally to the period and subjects.: 
covered by the documents in this volume. 
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BENOIST-M:ECHIN, Jacques, French writer, appointed Delegate General of the 
French Government in Berlin for the care of prisoners of war, December 10, 
1940. ' 

BENZLER, Felix, German Consul General at Amsterdam, 1937-1940; Plenipo­
tentiary negotiating on the resettlement of Germans from Estonia and 
Latvia. 

,BEBGERET, Jean Marie Joseph, French General, State Secretary for Aviation 
since September 6, 1940. 

BIELFELD, Ernst, Senior Counselor, Head of Political Division X, German Foreign 
Ministry. 

BISMARCK, Otto Christian, Prince Yon, Counselor of Embassy, later, Minister 
in the German Embassy in Italy. 

BLUCHER, Wipert von, German Minister in Finland. 
B<iTTICHE&, Friedrich von, German General, Military and Air Attache in the 

United States. 
BoHEMAN, Erik, Secretary General in the Swedish Foreign Ministry. 
BomE, Ernst Wilhelm, Gauleiter, Head of the Auslandsorganisation of the 

National Socialist party, State Secretary in the German Foreign Ministry. 
BorsANGER, Yves Breart de, Governor of the Bank of France; Chairman of the 

Economic Section of the French delegation to the German Armistice Com­
mission. 

BoLAND, Gerald, Minister of Justice of Ireland. 
Bonis III, King of Bulgaria. 
BoUTHILLIER, Yves, French Minister of Finance. 
BBAUCHITsc:a:, Walther von, Field Marshal, Commander in Chief of the German 

Army. 
BBAlTN voN STUMM, Gustav, Deputy Director of the News Service and Press 

Department, German Foreign Ministry. 
BBINoN, Count Fernand de, French journalist; personal representative of Laval 

with the German authorities in France, July 1940; given the rank of 
Ambassador, November 3, 1940; appointed Delegate General of the French 
Government in the occupied territory December 18, 1940. 

Bnu<m:MANN,Hans, Colonel, German Military Attache in Bulgaria. 
BURCKEL, Josef, National Socialist Gauleiter and Reichsstatthalter of the Saar 

territory; Chief of German Civil Administration in Lorraine; Gauleiter 
and Reichsstattbalter of Gau Westmark, November 30,1940. 

Btl"R:s:NER, Leopold, Captain, German Navy; Head of the Foreign Intelligence 
Branch in the Office of Foreign Intelligence and Counterintelligence of the 
OKW. 

BusiNG, Hans Carl, German Minister in Paraguay. 
BULLITT, William C., United States Ambassador in France, October 13, 1936-

January 7, 1941. -
BuscHENHAGEN, Erich, Colonel, Chief of Staff, German Army in Norway. 
CANARIS, Wilhelm, Admiral, Chief of the Office of Foreign Intelligence and 

Counterintelligence of the OKW. 
CARCELLER, Demetrio, Spanish Minister of Industry and Commerce. 
CARoL II, King of Rumania, 1930-September 6, 1940. 
CaTRoux, Georges, French General, delegate of General de Gaulle and bead of 

Free French forces in the Near East. 
CAVAGNARI, Domenico, Italian Admiral, Chief of the Italian Naval Staff and 

Under Secretary of State for the Navy, 1933-December 8, 1940. 
Cav.A.LLERO, Ugo, Count, Italian General, Chief of the Armed Forces General 

Staff from. December 6, 1940. 
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OREN CRIEH, Chinese Ambassador in Germany. . 
CHIANG KAI-SHEK, Generalissimo, Leader of the Kuomintang; President of the 

Executive Yuan (Premier). 
CHRISTIAN X, King of Denmark. 
CHUB.CHILL, Winston Spencer, British Prime Minister. 
CIANo DI Co&TELLAZZO, Count Galeazzo, son-in-law of Mussolini; Italian Foreign 

Minister. 
CINCAR-MARKovr6, Aleksandar, Yugoslav Foreign Minister. 
CLAUSEN, Frits, Leader of the Danish National Socialist party (DNSAP). 
CLoDms, Carl, Deputy Director of the Econolnic Polley Department of the Ger-

man Foreign Ministry, 
CooPER, Alfred Dufl', British Minister of Information. 
CosMELLI, Giuseppe, Counselor of Embassy in the Italian Embassy in Germany, 

with the rank of Minister. 
C&IPPS, Sir Stafford, British Ambassador in the Soviet Union. 
Cs.!KY, Count Istvlin, Hungarian Foreign Minister, 1938-January 27, 1941. 
CVETKOVI6, Dragi.Sa, Yugoslav Minister President. 
DALADIEB, Edouard, President of the French Council of Ministers, April 1938-

March1940. 
DARLAN, Jean Francois, Admiral, French Minister of the Navy. 
DAB&ii:, R. Walther, Reich Minister for Food and Agriculture. 
DEAT, Marcel, French journalist, editor of the Paris collaborationist newspaper 

L'Oeuwe. 
DE GAULLE, Charles, French General, Head of the French National Comlnittee 

and leader of the Free French Forces. 
DEGBELLE, Leon, leader of the Belgian fascist Rex party. 
DEKANozov, Vladimir Georgievich, Soviet Deputy People's Commissar for For­

eign Affairs, 1939-1945; Ambassador in Germany, November 1940-June 1941. 
DENTZ, Henri, French General; High Commissioner in Syria and Lebanon and 

Commander in Chief of French forces in the Levant from December 9, 1940. 
DE V ALEBA, Eamon, Prime Minister of Ireland and Minister for External Affairs. 
DIECKHOFF, Hans Heinrich, German Ambassador in the United States, May 1937; 

recalled to Berlin for consultation, November 1938 and did not return to his 
post; on special assignment in the Foreign Ministry,1938-1943. 

Dms, Martin, United States Congressman from Texas; Chairman of the House 
of Representatives Special Committee on Un-American Activities. 

DoNITz, Karl, Admiral, Commander of the Submarine Arm, German Navy. 
Dli&NBEBG, Alexander, Freiherr von, Minister, Chief of Protocol of the German 

Foreign Ministry. 
DoNOVAN, William Joseph, Colonel, American lawyer, unofficial observer for the 

Secretary of the Navy in southeastern Europe, December 1940-March 1941. 
DoUGLAB-IluriLTON, Douglas, Duke of Hamilton. 
DoYEN, Paul Andre, General, Chairman of the French delegation with the 

German Armistice Commission from September 12, 1940. 
DRAoANOV, Parvan, Bulgarian Minister in Germany. 
EDEN, Anthony, British Secretary of 'State for War, May 11-December 22, 1940; 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs from December 22, 1940. 
ERBACH-ScHoNBEBo, Viktor, Prinz zu, German Minister in Greece. 
EBDMANNBDORFF, Otto von, German Minister in Hungary. 
EsPINOSA DE LOB MoNTEBos, Eugenio, Major General, Spanish Ambassador in 

Germany. 
ETZoo&F, Basso von, Senior Counselor, Representative of the German Foreign 
.. Ministry with the High Comllland of the Army. 
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E'l'TEL, Erwin, German Minister in Iran. 
FABRICIUS, Wilhel:Jn. German Minister in Rumania, 1936-Januaey 1941. 
FA.I.XENBOBST, Nikolaus von, Colonel General, German Military Commander in 

Norway. _ 
FARINACCI, Roberto, Italian journalist and politician; editor o:f the Regime 

Faacista; member of the Fascist Grand Council. 
FAVAGBOSSA, Carlo, Italian General, Undersecretary for War Production in the 

Ministry of War. 
FIEANDT, Rainer von, Chairman o:f the Finnish delegation to the :Mixed Com· 

mittee in Moscow to negotiate on the Petsamo nickel mines. 
F'n.ov, Bogdan, Bulgarian Minister President. 
Fl:.A.NDm, Pierre Etienne, French Left Republican deputy, former Premier; For· 

eign Minister, December 14, 1940-February 9, 1941. 
FRANco T BABAHONDE, Francisco, Spanish Chief of State, President of the 

Government, and Generalissimo of the Army, Navy, and Air Force. 
FRANco T BABAHONDE, Nicolas, Spanish Ambassador in PortugaL 
FRANK, Hans, Reich Minister, former Bavarian Minister of Justice; President 

of the Academy for German Law; Governor General of the occupied Polish 
territories. · · 

FRANK, Karl Hermann, State Secretary· of the Reich Protectorate of Bohemia 
and Moravia. 

FREYTAG, Reinhold, Senior Counselor, Head of _Political Division IX in the Ger­
man Foreign Ministry. 

FRICK, Wilhelm, Reich Minister of Interior. 
FRicKE, Kurt, German Admiral, Chief of the Operations Division of the Naval 

War Staff. 
FBOLICBEB, Hans, Swiss Minlster in Germany. 
FuNK, Walther, German Minister of Economics; President of the Reichsbank. 
GABBBIELLI, Luigi, Italian Minister in Iraq._ 
GAFENCU, Grigore, Rumanian Minister in the Soviet Union. 
GAMELIN, Maurice Gustave, French General, Allied Commander in Chief, Sep­

tember 1939-May 1940. 
GAULLE. See DE GAULLE. 
GAus, Friedrich, Director of the Legal Department of the German Foreign 

Ministry. 
GAYLANI. See RAsBm ALI AL-GAYLANL 

- GEORGE II, King of Greece. 
GEORGE VI, King of Great Britain. 
GEBSTENBEBG, Alfred, Colonel in the Luftwaffe, German Air Attache in Rumania. 
GIANNINI, Amedeo, Director of Commercial Affairs in the Italian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs with rank of Ambassador.-
Gmtmro, Ion, Rumanian Minister President, July 4-September 4, 1940. 
GORING, Hermann Wilhelm, President of the Relchstag; Minister President of 

Prussia and Reich Minister for Air; Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe; 
Commissioner for the Four Year Plan; designated successor to Hitler; 
Reichsmarschall. 

GoBELKIN, Nikolay, Soviet Ambassador in Italy. 
GRANDI, Count Dino; former Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs; member of the 

Fascist Grand Council; Minister of Justice. 
GRAZIANI, Rodolfo, Marshal of Italy, Chief of the Army General Staff i Com· 

mander in Chief in North Africa and Governor of Libya. 
GBEOIANU, Constantin, Rumanian Minister in Germany, November 22, 1940-

.ranuary 24, 1941; nominal Foreign Minister, December 21, 1940-January 
1941. 
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GBEGoBI{l, Danllo, Yugoslav journalist, political editor of the newspaper Vreme. · 
GROBBA, Fritz, German Minister in Iraq until 1939 ; subsequently 'On special 

assignments in the Foreign Ministry. · 
GROTE, Otto, Secretary of Legation in Political Division I M, German Foreign. 

Ministry. , 
GBUJiDHEBB, Werner von, Head of Political Division VI in the German Foreign 

Ministry. 
GuANI, Alberto, Uruguayan Foreign Minister. 
GUABNASCHELLI, Giovanni-Batista, Deputy Director in charge of European and 

Mediterranean Affairs, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
GuNTHER, Christian, Swedish Foreign Minister. 
GUisAN, Henri, General, Swiss Army Chief of Staff. 
GUSTAV V, King of Sweden. 
GuzzoNI, Alfredo, Italian General, Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces General 

Staff and Under Secretary in the Ministry of War, November 29, 1940-June 
1941. 

GYSSLING, Georg, German Consul at Los Angeles; Consul General, December 
1940. 

HADDAD, Osman Kemal, private secretary and confidential emissary of the Grand 
Mufti; used the alias of Tewfi.k Ali al-Shakir. 

HAGELIN, William, Quisling's representative in Germany, 1939-1940; Minister of 
Commerce and Supply in Quisling's Norwegian Government of April1940; 
Provisional Minister of Interior in Norwegian State Council, September 25, 
1940. 

HALDER, Franz, German General, Chief of the Army General Staff. 
JlALIFAX, Viscount, Edward Wood, British Secretary of State for Foreign Af­

fairs, February 25, 1938--December 22, 1940; Ambassador in the United 
States from January 24, 1941. 

HAMILTON •. Bee DOUGLAS-HAMILTON, 
HANNEKEN, Hermann von, Major General, Under State Secretary and Chief of 

Raw Materials Division, Reich Ministry of Economics. 
HANsEN, Erich, General, Bead of the German Armed Forces mission in Ru· 

mania, October 1940-June 1941. 
HAUSHOFEB, Albrecht, professor of political geography and geopolitics, Uni· 

versity of Berlin; son of Karl Haushofer. 
HAusHoFEB, Karl, retired German General, President of Society for Geopolitics; 

lecturer at Munich University. 
HAYE. Bee BENBY-HAYE. 
HEBERLEIN, Erich, Counselor of Embassy, German Embassy in Spain. 
HEDIN, Sven Anders, Swedish explorer of Asia. 
HEEBEN, Viktor von, German Minister in Yugoslavia. 
BEINBUBG, Curt, Bead of Political Division IV, German Foreign Ministry. 
HEMMEN, Bans Richard, Chairman of the Special Commission on Economic 

Questions with the German Armistice Commission. 
HEMPEL, Eduard, German Minister in Ireland. 
HENCKE, Andor, Senior Counselor with official rank of Minister, Representative 

of the German Foreign Ministry with the German Armistice Commission in 
Wiesbaden. 

HENRY-BATE, Gaston, French Ambassador in the United States. 
BENTIG, Werner Otto von, Near East specialist, on special assignments in the 

German Foreign Ministry, 1939-1941. 
HERTZOG, James Barry M., South African politician and General ; Prime Minis· 

ter, 1927-1939; Nationalist leader. 
46:LS89-60--8& 
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BEss, Rudolf, Reich Minister, Hitler's Deputy as leader of the National Socialist 
party. 

IIEWEL, Walther, Senior Counselor, member of the Foreign Minister's Personal 
. Staff and his personal representative with Hitler. 

HEYDBICH, Reinhard, SS-Gruppentiihrer, Chief of the Security Police and Se­
curity Service. 

Hn.GEB, Gustav, Counselor of Embassy in the German Embassy in the Soviet 
Union. · 

HIMMLEB, Heinrich, Beichsfiihrer SS and Chief of the German Police; Belch 
Commissar for the Consolidation of the German National Community. 

HrrLEB, Adolf, Leader of the German National Socialist party, Fiihrer and 
Chancellor, Supreme Commander of the Wehrmacht. 

HoARE, Sir Samuel, British Ambassador in Spain. 
HoLT, Bush, United States Senator from West Virginia, 1935-1941. 
HoBTHY DE NAGYllANYA, Miklos, Admiral, Regent of Hungary. 
HowARD, Roy Wilson, American newgpaperman, chaiiman of the Scripps-Howard 

ne'_Vspaper chain. ' 
HoYNINGEN-HUENE, Oswald, Baron von, German Minister in Portugal 
HUENE. See HoYNINGEN-HUENE. 
HULL, Cordell, United States Secretary of State. 
HUNTZIGEB, Charles, French general, Chairman of French delegation to the 

German Armistice Commission in Wiesbaden, June-September 12, 1940; 
appointed Minister of War, September 6, 1940. 

HuSAYNI, Haj Amin, al-, Mufti of Jerusalem; Arab leader. 
Huss, Pierre John, Hearst press representative in Germany; head of the 

Hearst International News Service in Berlin. 
IBN SAUD, King of Saudi Arabia. 
IcKEs, Harold L., United States Secretary of the Interior. 
lNoNu, Ismet, General, President of the Turkish Republic. 
JACKSON, Robert H., United States Attorney General. 
JACOMONI DI SAN SAVINO, Francesco, Italian Viceroy of Albania. 
JooL, Alfred, General, Chief of the Wehrmacht Operations Staff of the OKW. 
KA.MIL AL-GAYLANI, Iraq Minister in Turkey, brother of Rashid al-Gaylani. 
KAsE, Shunichi, Japanese Counselor of Embassy in Berp.n. 
KEITEL, Wilhelm, Field Marshal, Chief of the OKW. 
KENNEDY, Joseph P., United States Ambassador in Great Britain, January 17, 

1938-November 30, 1940. 
KEPPLER, Wilhelm, State Secretary fol'_ special duties in the German Foreign 

Ministry. 
KmwiTz, Werner, Colonel, German Adjutant with the King of the Belgians. 
KILLINGER, Freiherr Manfred von, German Minister in Slovakia, July 1940-

January 1941; Minister in Rumania from January 24, 1941. 
KlviMX:ra, Toivo Mikael, Finnish Minister in Germany. 
KNoLL, Karl. Counselor, Head of Political Division VIII, German Foreign 

Ministry. 
KNox, William Franklin, United States Secretary of the Navy. 
Koo:a:EB, Otto, German Minister in Switzerland. 
KOESTER, Hans, Consul, official of Political Division II, German Foreign 

Ministry. 
KosTBING, Ernst, Lieutenant General, German Military AttacM in the Soviet 

Union. 
KOLLONTAY, Alexandra, Soviet Minister in Sweden. 
KONOYE, Prince Fum.imaro, Japanese Prime Minister. 
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KoBI11', Erich, Senior Counselor, Foreign Minister's Secretariat, German For· 
eign Ministry. 

K!U.HABZ, Hans, official in Political Division I of the German Foreign Ministry. 
KBEEWINSCH, Edgars, Latvian Minister in Germany, 1938-1940. 
KBtiHHEB, Ewald Ludwig, Counselor of Legation; an official of the News Serv­

ice and Press Department of the German Foreign Ministry. 
Kunusu, Saburo, Japanese Ambassador in Germany, December 1939-February 

1941. 
LA LAUBENOIE, Benoit Leon de Fornel de, General, Delegate General of the 

French Government in the occupied territory, August"17-December 18,1940. 
LAHHEBS, Hans, Reich Minister, Chief of the Reich Chancellery. 
LANG MANN, Otto, German Minister in Uruguay. 
LAvAL, Pierre, Vice-President of the French Council of Ministers, July 12-De­

cember 13, 1940; Minister of Foreign Affairs, October 28-December _13, 1940. 
LEA:a:Y, William D., Admiral, United States Ambassador in France from Janu-

ary 8, 1941. 
LEOPOLD III, King of the Belgians. 
LEQUIO, Francesco, Italian Ambassador in Spain from September 1940. 
LEY, Robert, Leader of the German LabOr Front, Director of the National So­

cialist party organization. 
Lm.us, Rudolf, official of the Dienststelle Ribbentrop; Counselor, German For­

eign Ministry, on special assignment with the Foreign Minister. 
LINDBERGH, Charles A., American aviator; Colonel, United States Army Air 

Corps Reserve. 
LisT, Wilhelm, German Field Marshal, Commander of the Twelfth Army sta-

tioned in southern Rumania, 
LIVINGSTON, Henry Brockholst, British Consul at Geneva. 
LoRENZ, Werner, SS-Obergruppenftlhrer, Head of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle. 
LOTHIAN, Philip Kerr, Marquess of, British Ambassador in the United States, 

August 30, 1939-December 12, 1940. 
LUNDSTROM, Edvin, Counselor in the Finnish Legation in Germany. 
LUTHER, Martin, Senior Counselor, Director of the Department for German In. 

ternal Affairs, German Foreign Ministry. 
MAcEK, Vladko, leader of the Croatian Peasant party; Deputy Minister Presi­

dent of Yugoslavia. 
MACKENSEN, Hans Georg von, German Ambassador in Italy. 
MAGAZ Y PEBs, Antonio, Marquis de, Spanish Ambassador in Germany, August 

1937-August 1940. 
MALAN, Daniel F., South African Nationalist party leader; member of the South 

African Parliament. 
MANIU, Iulius, leader of the Rumanian National Peasant party; former Minister 

President. 
MANNEBHEIH, Baron Carl Gustaf Emil, Field Marshal, Commander of the Fin­

nish Army. 
MANOILEscu, Mihal, Rumanian Foreign Minister, July 4-September 14, 1940. 
MARIE-Jos:E, wife of Prince Umberto, the heir apparent to the throne of Italy, 

sister of King Leopold III of the Belgians. 
MARKOVIC. See CINCAR·MARKOVIo. 
MABBAS, Efisio, Italian Military Attache in G_ermany; Italian General at the 

High Command of the German Armed Forces. 
MARTIUB, Georg, Minister, Head of Division W XII in the Economic Policy De­

partment, German Foreign Ministry; Chief German delegate to the Inter­
national Danube Conference. 
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MATsuoKA, Yosuke, Japanese Minister for Foreign .Affairs. 
MAwounrs, Nicholas, Under Secretary of State in the Greek Ministry of For­

eign Affairs. 
l'dEI:ssNEB, Otto, Chief of the German Presidential Chancellery; State .Minister 

with the rank of Reich Minister. 
ME:r..cHERs, Wilhelm, Counselor, Head of Political Division VII, German Foreign 

Ministry. 
MENEMENCIOGLU, Numan, Secretary General of the Turkish Foreign .Ministry. 
METAXAS, John, General, Greek Minister President, Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

War, Navy, and Air, 1936-January 29, 194L 
MIIUI I, King of Rumania from September 6, 1940. 
Mm:oYAN, Anastas Ivanovich, People's Commissar for Foreign Trade of the 

Soviet Union; Deputy Chairman of the Council of People's Commissars. 
MILCH, Erhard, Field Marshal, Inspector General of the Luftwaffe. 
MoLOTov, Vyacheslav Mikhailovich, Chairman of the Council of People's Com­

missars of the Soviet Union ; People's Commissar for Foreign .Affairs. 
MOLTKE, Hans Adolf von, German Ambassador. in Poland. 1934-1939; on special 

assignments in the Foreign Ministry involving examination and exploitation 
of captured Polish. and French diplomatic documents. 

MoNnu, P. PAMON, Co~onel, Thai Minister of State without Portfolio. 
MoBGENTHA.U, Henry, United States Secretary of the Treasury. 
MoBRis, Leland B., Counselor and Charge d' A.ffaires in the United States Em· 

bassy in Germany, October 1940-December 1941. 
MURPHY, Robert Daniel, Counselor in the United States Embassy in France. 
MussoLINI, Benito, founder of the Italian fascist party; Head of the Govern· 

ment and Prime Minister; Commander of the Armed Forces. 
MUT:r, Ettore, Secretary of the Fascist party, October 31, 1939-0ctober 30, 1940. 
NEUBACHEB, Hermann, Special Representative in charge of economic questions 

at the German Legation in Bucharest. 
NEURATH, Constantin, Freiherr von, Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia. 
NoEREL, Eduard Willy, German Minister in Peru. 
NBLDEKE, Wilhelm, Consul General, official in the Cultural Policy Department of 

, the German Foreign Ministry in special charge of negotiations regarding 
population transfers and cultural agreements. 

Noouts, Auguste Paul, French General; Resident General and Commander in 
Chief in Morqcco. . 

NoBTHE, Heinrich, Secretary of Legation in the German Embassy in China in 
charge of the office in Chungking. 

NuuAN. See MENEMENCIOGLU. 
NUBI AS-SA.ID, several times Minister President and Foreign .Minister of Iraq; 

Foreign Minister in the Cabinet of Rashid Ali al-Gaylani, March 1940-
January 28,1941. 

~ OHA.sm, Chuichi, Japanese Deputy Foreign Minister. 
OLIVERA, Ricardo, Argentine Ambassador in Germany. 
Os:m:JlA., Hiroshi, General, Japanese Ambassador in Germany, November 193s-

December 1939, and from February 194L 
OTT, Eugen, Major General, German Ambassador in Japan. 
OUM.ANsKY, Constantine Alexandrovitch, Soviet Ambassador in the United States. 
PAAsiKIVI, Jubo K., Finnish Minister in the Soviet Union. 
P A.PEN, Franz von, German Ambassador in Turkey. 
PAUL, Prince, Regent of Yugoslavia •. 
PAVLOV~ Vladimir, Secretary in the Embassy of the Soviet Union in Germany. 
~TA.IN, Heuri Philippe, Marshal of France; Chief of State. 
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PETBOVICEsau, Constantin, Rumanian Minister of Interior, September 194.0-
January 194L 

PEYBoUToN, Marcel, Secretary General of the French Ministry of Interior, 
August 1940; Minister of Interior, September 6, 1940-February 15, 194L ~ 

PFEmFEB, Peter, Counselor in the German Embassy in Italy, October 1938-
November 1940; in charge of the German Mission at Tirana, November 
1940-November 1941. 

Pmow, Oswald, Minister of Defense of the Union of South Africa, 1938-1939; 
member of the South African Nationalist party and member of Parliament. 

PoP, Valer, Minister, Chief Rumanian delegate in negotiations with Hungary, 
August 1940; subsequently, special envoy of the Rumanian Government 
in.Berlin. 

PoPov, Ivan Vladimir, Bulgarian Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
P:RtlFEB, Curt Max, German Ambassador in Brazil. 
·QUisLING, Vidkun, Norwegian politician and o11iclal; leader of the Norwegian 

Nasjonal Samling movement. 
RAEDER, Erich, Admiral, Commander in Chief of the German Navy. 
RAMSAY, Henrik, Finnish industrialist and politician. 
XA.smD ALI A.L-GAYLA.:NI, Iraq Minister President. March 31, 1940-January 31, 

1941. 
RENDEL, George William, British Minister in Bulgaria. 
RENTRE-F!Nx, Cecil von, German Minister and Reich Plenipotentiary in Denmark. 
REYNAUD, Paul, President of the French Council of Ministers, March-June 1940. 
RIBBENTBOP, Joachim von, German Foreign Minister. 
RlcOA.RDI, Ratraello, Italian Minister of Trade and International Payments. 
RICHERT, Arvid, Swedish Minister in Germany. 
RICHTER, Herbert Georg, German Consul at Tetuan. 
RIOHTHOFEN, Herbert, Freiherr von, German Minister in Bulgaria. 
RINTELEN, Emil von, Minister, Dirigent in the Political Department of the German 

Foreign Ministry. 
RINTELEN, Enno von, General, German Military Attach!§ in Italy; German Gen-

eral at Headquarters of the Italian Armed Forces from September 20, 1940, 
RITTEB, Karl, Ambassador on special assignment in the German Foreign Ministry. 
RIZ<>-RANGA.Bi, Alexander, Greek Minister in Germany, 
RoATTA, Mario, Deputy Chief of the Italian Army General Staff. 
RoosEVELT, Franklin Delano, President of the United States of America. 
Rosso, Augusto, Italian Ambassador in the Soviet Union. 
RusT, Bernhard, Reich Minister for Science, Education and Public Instruction. 
RYTI, Risto, Finnish Minister President. December 1939-December 1940; Presl· 

dent from December 19, 1940. 
SA.BATH, Hermann Friedrich, Senior Counselor, Head of Division W ll in the 

Economic Policy Department, German Foreign Ministry. 
SALAZAR, Antonio de Oliveira, Portuguese Minister President: also Minister of 

Finance, Minister of War, and Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
SARA.COGLU, SiikrU, Turkish Foreign Minister. 
ScAVENros, Erik, Danish Foreign Minister. 
SCHEBPENBEBG, Hilger, Freiherr van, Counselor, official in the Economic Policy 

Department. German Foreign Ministry. 
SCRICKEDANz, Arno, Chief of Staff of the Anssenpolitlsches Amt of the NSDAP. 
ScHIRAcH, Baldur von:, Reichslelter of the NSDAP for Youth Education: 

Gauleiter of Vienna. 
SoHLEIER, Rudolf, Deputy of the Representative of the Foreign Ministry with 

the German Military Commander in France; given rank of Consul General, 
October 1940. · 
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SoliLO'l'TEB.EB, Gustav, Mlnisterialdirigent, German Mi.n1st.ry of Economics. 
ScB:lOllr, Paul Karl, Senior Counselor, later Mlnister; Director of the News 

Service and Press Department, German Foreign Min.istry. 
Scm.cmT, Paul Otto Gustav, Minister, interpreter in the German Foreign Min· 

istry; attached to the Foreign Minister's Secretariat. 
Sc:a::r.ruNDT, Rudolf, Colonel. Chief Wehrmacht Adjutant with Hitler. 
ScRNU'RB.E, Karl. Minister, Head of Division W IV in the Economic Policy De­

partment, Germany Foreign M.ini.stry. 
Sc:a:oEN, Wilhelm Freiherr von, German Ambassador in Chile. 
Sc:a:oLZ, Herbert, German Consul at Boston. 

_ SOHO'LENIIUBG, Friedrich Werner, Count von der, German Ambassador in the 
Soviet Union. 

Sc:a:wARZH.A.NN, Hans, official in the Foreign Minister's Secretariat, German 
Foreign Ministry. 

SERRANo Sm.~ Ram6n, Spanish Minister of Interior, January 1938--0ctober 
16, 1940; Minister of Foreign Affairs, October 17, 1940-September 1942. 

SEYss-INQUABT, Arthur, Reich Commissar for the Occupied Netherlands. 
SB:AWKAT, Naji, Iraq Minister of Justice, March 31, 1940-January 28, 1941. 
SED:B.ATOBI, Toshio, Japanese Ambassador in Italy, December 1938--0ctober 1939; 

adviser to the Japanese Foreign Ministry. 
S:a:xv.A:BTBEV, Alexander A., Soviet Ambassador in Germany, September 1939-

November 1940. 
SIEGFB.IED, Herbert, Counselor, official of the Secretariat of the State Secretary, 

German Foreign Min.istry. 
Snu, Horia, leader of the Rumanian Iron: Guard (Legionnaire movement) ; 

Deputy Minister President, September 14, 1940-January 27, 1941. 
SMUTs, Jan Christian, General. Prime Minister, Minister of Defence and Com· 

mander in Chief of South African Armed Forces. 
SoBOLEV, Arkady A., Secretary General of the Soviet Commissariat for Foreign 

Affairs ; chief Soviet delegate to the International Danube Conference. 
Sonnu, Ubaldo, Italian General; Under Secretary in the War Ministry and 

Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces General Staff, June 13, 1940-November 
29, 1940; Commander of the Armed Forces in Albania, November 9, 1940-
January 13, 1941. 

SonEBBLOM, Staffan John, Chief of the Political Division of the Swedish For· 
eign Ministry. 

SoNNLEITRNEB, Franz, Counselor, official in the Secretariat of the German For· 
eign Minister. 

SPIEGEL voN UND zu PECKELSllED£, Karl Edgar, Freiherr, German Consul at 
New Orleans, with personal rank of Consul General. 

ST.All:MEB, Heinrich, official in charge of Far Eastern questions in the Dienst­
stelle Ribbentrop; assigned to the Embassy in Japan with the rank-()f 
Minister, September, 1940. 

STALIN, Josef Vissarion:ovich, Secretary General of the Central Committee of 
the Communist party of the Soviet Union and member of the Politburo. 

STAUNING, Thorvald, Danish Minister President. 
STEENGBACRT voN MoYLAND, Adolf, Baron, Counselor in the German Foreign 

Ministry; member of the Foreign Minister's Personal Sta1t 
STIMSON, Henry Lewis, United States Secretary of War. 
STORBEB, Eberhard von, German Ambassador in Spain. 
STi:i:L:PNAGEL, Karl-Heinrich von, General, Chairman, German Armistice Comm.is­

sion in Wiesbaden, June 1940-February 12, 1941. 
STi:i:L:PNAGEL, Otto von, General. German Military Commander in France from 

October 194<>. 
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STUJIDZA, Prince Mihai, RUIIUtnian Foreign Minister, September 14-December 21~ 
1940. .. 

Su:NEB. Bee SERI!.A.No Sum. 
SVINHUFVUD, Pehr Evind, President of Finland, 1931-1937. 
SzT6JAY, Dome, General, Hungarian Minister in Germany. 
TATEKAWA, Yoshitsugu, General, Japanese Ambassador in the Soviet Union,. 

September 194o-1942. 
TELEKI, Count Pal, Hungarian Minister President. 
TERBOVEN, Josef, Reich Commissar for occupied Norway. 
TEWFIK ALI AL·SHAKIB. Bee HADDAD, Osman Kemal. 
THERMANN, Edmund, Freiherr von, German Ambassador in Argentina. 
THOMAS, Georg, General, Bead of the War Eeonomy and Armaments Office· 

(Wehrwirtschafts- und Riistungsamt) of the OKW. 
THOMSEN, Bans, Counselor of Embassy, Charge d'Affaires of .the German 

Embassy in the United States. 
TlPPELSKIBCH, Kurt von, Lieutentant General, Deputy Chief for Intelligence of" 

the German General Staff (Oberquartiermeister IV). 
TIPPELSKmcn, Werner von, Minister, Counselor in the German Embassy in the· 

Soviet Union. 
Txso, Joseph Monsignor, leader of Slovak People's party; President of Slovakia. 
TonT, Fritz, Reich Minister of Armaments and Munition; Inspector General of· 

German highways. 
TOGo, Shigenori, Japanese Ambassador in the Soviet Union, 1938-1940. 
TROTT zu SoLz, Adam von, official of the Information Department of the Germa11;. 

Foreign Ministry. 
TmrA, Vojtech, Slovak Minister President. 
Tw ABDOWSKI, Fritz von, Director of the Cultural Policy Department, German: 

Foreign Ministry. 
VELTJENs, Joseph, Lieutenant Colonel in the Luftwaffe, Goring's special repre-

sentative for negotiations with Finland concerning armaments, 194o-1941~ 
VIG6N, Juan, General, Spanish Minister for Air. 
VISCONTI PBAscA, Sebastiana, General, Commander of Italian forces in Albania. 
Vo&NLE, Janos, Hungarian Deputy Foreign Minister. 
VYSRINSKY, Audrey Yanuaryevich, Vice Chairman, Soviet Council of People's. 

Commissars ; First Deputy Commissar for Foreign Affairs. 
WALSRE, Joseph Patrick, Secretary General of the Ministry for External Affairs' 

of Ireland. 
WANG CHING-WEI, Chinese political leader, head of a Chinese Central Govern-­

ment at Nanking sponsored by Japan. 
WABLIMONT, Walter, German General, Chief of the Department of National De­

fense (Abt. L), Wehrmach~ Operations Staff. 
WEizsXCKEB, Ernst, Freiherr von, State Secretary of the German Foreign Min­

istry. 
WELcK, Wolfgang, Freiherr von, Counselor in the Political Department of the· 

German Foreign Ministry, assigned to the German Armistice Commission in' 
Wiesbaden. 

WELLES, Sumner, United States Under Secretary of State. 
WENDLER, Ernst, German Minister in Bolivia. 
WEYGAND, Maxime, General, French Minister of National Defense, June 17-­

September 5, 1940; Delegate General of the French Government in French· 
Africa, September 6, 194o-November 1941. 

WHITE, William Allen, editor of IiJmporia (Kansas) Gazette; founder and chair­
man of the Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies. 

WIEn, Viktor, Prinz zu, German Minister in Sweden. 
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WIEDnt:Al'flll', Frits, Captain, German Consul General at San Francisco. 
WIEBL, Emil Karl Josef, Director of the Economic Policy Department, German 

Foreign Ministry. 
WILLE, Ulrich, Colonel. Cbiet of the infantry arm of the Swiss Army, 1936-

December 1940. 
WILLXIE, Wendell, Republican candidate for the Presidency of the United States, 

1940. 
WIT'l'ING, Rolf Johan, Finnish Minister of Foreign A1ra.irs. 
WoE.IUUNl'r, Ernst, Director of the Political Department of the German Foreign. 

Ministry with the title of Under State Secretary. 
WoBLTRAT, Helmuth, Prnssian State Councilor; Ministeria.ldirr for speclal 

assignments in the Four Year Plan; Bank Commissioner in the Netherlands, 
1940-194L 

Woon, Robert E., Brigadier General, chairman of the board of Sears, Roebuck 
and Co.; head of the "America First" Committee. 

· ZA.l.!:BoNI, Guelfo, Counselor, Italian Embass;y in Germany. 
ZECBLIN, Erich Wilhelm, German Minister in Lithuania,1~1940. 
ZIEMKE, Kurt, Minister, Representative of the German Foreign Ministry in the 

Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, September 1939-Janua.ry 194L 



Appendix IV 
GLOSSARY 

OF GERMAN TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 1 

.AA, Answiirtiges Amt, the German 
Foreign M.inistry 

Abt., Abteilnng, department 
Abt. L., Abt. Landesverteidignng, the 

Department of National Defense in 
the Wehrmacht Operations Sta.1f 

Abwehr, counterintelligence, the For.: 
eign Intelligence Service of the 
OKW 

Adjutantur, sta:fr of adjutants 
Alpenveilchen (Cyclamen), code name 

for the planned dispatch of German 
reinforcements to Albania 

Ang., Angabe, a designation given 
when action of more than one sort 
was to be taken on a paper. In such 
cases the relevant instructions were 
usually split up as Ang. I, II, etc., 
which designations followed the 11.Ie 
nnmbers 

AO, Auslandsorganisation, foreign or­
ganization of the National Socialist 
party concerned with German na­
tionals living abroad 

AP A, Aussenpolitisches Amt, foreign 
affairs office of the National So­
cialist party 

Assessor, candidate for the higher 
German Civil Service, serving for a 
probationary period in an adminis­
·trative department prior to perma­

...nent appointment 
Attila, code name for a German oc­

cupation of unoccupied France 
Aus., Ansi., Ausland, the foreign in­

telligence department of the OKW 
AnsL/Abw., Amt Ausland/Abwehr, 

the office of foreign intelligence and 
counterintelligence of the OKW 

'Abbreviations are explained by 
giving the full German terms. These 
terms are explained at their proper 
alphabetical listing. 

Barbarossa, code name for the GerJI18lh 
military operation against the So­
viet Union 

BRAM, Biiro RAM, Secretariat of the­
Reich Foreign M.inister 

Brigadefiihrer, SA and SS 1'8llk 
equivalent to Brigadier General 

Chefsache, top secret military 
D, Abteilung Deutschland, Depart­
. ment for German Internal Mairs 

in the German Foreign Miirlstry 
DeL W., telegraphic symbol for the­

Special Commission on Economic 
Questions with the German Armi­
stice Commission 

Dienststelle Ribbentrop, office of Rib­
bentrop in his capacity as foreign. 
affairs adviser to Hitler ; of de­
creasing importance after his apo 
pointment as Foreign Minister 

DNB, Deutsches Nachrichtenbiiro,. 
German News Agency, owned by 
the Ministry of Propaganda 

Einsatzgruppe, a special task force­
organized by the Security Police­
and Security Service 

e. o., ex officio; where this precedes 
the 11.Ie number, it indicates that 
there are no previous papers on the­
subject bearing this number 

Felix, code name for the intended 
German operation against Gi· 
braltar 

Friedens-HWIX, telegraphic symbol 
used on messages sent from Wies­
baden by the representative of the­
Foreign Ministry with the German 
Armistice Commission 

g., geh., geheim, secret 
Gau, the largest territorial ad.m.inls­

trative unit of the National Social­
ist party 

Gauleiter, highest official in a Gau 
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·GeneraUuftzeugmeister, chief of the 
special supply and procurement 
service of the Luftwaffe 

_g. K., g. Kdos., geheime Kommando· 
sache, top secret military 

_g. Rs., geheime Reichssache, top 
secret 

Gruppenflihrer, SA. and SS ra.nlr.t 
equivalent to Major General 

'Ha. PoL, symbol tor the Economic Pol­
dey Department in the German For­
~ign Ministry 

.'Hauptsturmfiihrer, SA. and SS rank 
equivalent to Army Captain 

.Kult., Kulturpolitisehe Abteilung, the 
Cultural Policy Department of the 
Foreign Ministry 

l..andesgruppe, German National So­
cialist party organization for a for­
,eign country, controlled by the 
Auslandsorganisation 

·Landesgruppenleiter, leader of a 
Landesgruppe 

Luftwaffe, the German Air Force of 
the era of World Warii 

.'Marita, code name for the German 
military operation against Greece 

:Ministerialdirektor, a grade in the 
German Civil Service, usually the 
director of a department in a Min­
istry 

:Ministerialdirigent, a grade in the 
German Civil Service, usually dep­
uty director of a department in a 
Ministry 

"Multex, a circular telegram 
"NSB, Nationaal-Soeialistische Bewe· 

ging, ·the National Socialist move­
ment in the Netherlands 

"NSDAP, N a tiona Is o z i a I is t i · 
s e he Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, 
National Socialist German Workers 
party, the full title of the National 
Socialist party 

i>b. d. H., Oberbefehlshaber des 
Heeres, Commander in Chief of ·the 
Army 

·Ob. d. L, Oberbefehlshaber der Luft­
waffe, Commander in Chief of the 
Luftwaffe 

<()b. d. M., Oberbefehlshaber der 
.Kriegsmarine, Commander in Chief 
of the Navy_ 

Oberstarbeitsfiihrer, a rank in the 
German Labor Service 

OKH, Oberkommando des Heeres, 
High Command of the Army 

OK.L, Oberkommando der Luftwaffe, 
High Command of the Luftwaffe 

OKM, Oberkommando der Kriegsma­
rine, High Command of the Navy 

OKW, Oberkommando der Wehr· 
macht, High Command of the Wehr­
macht 

Pol., Politische Abteilung, Political. 
Department of the Foreign Minis­
try; sub-divided according to geo­
graphic areas, Referate, each des­
ignated by a Roman numeral, e.g., 
PoL IV (see Appendix I) 

R, Recht, Rechtsabteilung, Legal De-, 
partment of the German Foreign 
Ministry 

RAM, Reiehsaussenminister, Reich 
Foreign Minister 

Referat, division within a department 
of a German Ministry 

Reichsfiihrer SS, Commander in 
Chief of the SS 

Reichsleiter, highest rank in the 
National Socialist party 

Reichsmarschall, Reich Marshal, mll· 
itary rank given to Goring 

Reichssicherheitshauptamt, Reich 
Main Security Ofll.ce, office of the 
Chief of the Security Police and the 
SD 

Reichsstatthalter, Reich Governor, 
representative of the Reich in a Ger­
man territory, either a Land or a 
Reichsgau, with powers of control 
over its entire administration 

RKFDV, Reiehskommissariat fiir die 
Festigung _des deutschen Volk­
.stums, Reich Commissariat for the 
strengthening of the German na­
tional community 

RLM, Reichsluftfahrtministerium, 
Reich Ministry of Air 

RM, Reichsminister, Reich Minister 
SA, Sturmabteilungen der NSDAP, 

Storm Troops of the NSDAP 
(brown shirts) 

SD, Sicherheitsdienst, security serv· 
ice ; intelligence and counterintel· 
ligence agency of the SS 
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Seeloewe (Sea Lion), code name for 

planned German operation against 
Great Britain · 

SKL Seekriegsleitung, Naval War 
swr 

Sonnenblume ( Sun1lower), code name 
for the dispatch of a German ar· 
mored unit to North Africa 

SS, Schutzstatfeln, elite corps of the 
National Socialist party, used for 
police and military purposes 

St.S., Staatssekretiir, State Secretary 
Sturmbannfiihrer, SA and SS rank 

equivalent to Major 
U. St.S., UnterstaatssekreJlir, Under 

State Secretary 
VDA. Volksbnnd fiir das Deutschtum 

im Ausland, an organization with 
the aim of strengthening the Ger· 
man national groups outside the 

German borders; in the course of 
1933 it fell under the control of the 
National Socialist party 

Volksdeutsche, ethnic Germans, i.e., 
persons belonging to the German 
cultural community living outside 
the frontiers of the R.eich and not 
Reich subjects 

W, Wirtschaftspolitische Abteihmg, 
Economic Policy Department in the 
German Foreign Ministry 

W ehrmacht, designation of the Ger• 
man armed forces after 1935 

WFSt, Wehrmachtfiihrnngsstab, 
Wehrmacht Operations Staff, an of· 
fica in the OKW engaged in opera• 
tions planning 

zu, to, in connection with; where this 
· precedes the file number it indi· 

cates that the previous papers on 
the subject have this number 
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